Unit III: Godly Love among Believers

Ben and Carlos were set up in the

cafeteria, selling tickets to the school

dance. Most of the students had bought

their tickets last week, but there were

— = still a few who needed to get some. One

of those students was Tevin. He walked

up to the table to purchase two tickets

‘P & for his date and himself. The tickets were

eﬂ ec " ten dollars each, but Ben didn't take any

: money from Tevin—he just gave him the tickets.

Carlos didn’t say anything in the moment, but as soon as Tevin walked
away, he had to ask.

“Ben, why did you not make Tevin pay for his tickets?” he asked.

“1 just gave them to him—no big deal,” Ben responded.

“It’s kind of a big deal. Everyone else has had to pay for tickets;
why doesn’t Tevin have to?” Carlos continued with his questioning.

“Tevin is the captain of the baseball team and I’m trying out this
year. | figured if | take care of him, he'll be able to look out for me when
baseball tryouts come around—maybe even put in a good word with
the coach for me,” Ben explained.

“Ben, | know how badly you want to make the baseball team,
but that’s not fair to the other people who had to pay,” Carlos replied.
“You've treated him like he is special just because of the possibility of
Tevin’s doing you a favor.”

“] still don’t see what the big deal is. This is how the world works.
You do a favor for them and they do a favor for you,” Ben reasoned.
“You're not that naive, are you?”

“No, | realize that’s how the world often works. | just choose to
not participate in it. Everyone should be treated equally regardless of
what they can offer you in return. | hope you plan on getting Tevin's
money before Mrs. Watson finds out you are giving tickets away,”
Carlos warned.
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Do you think Ben got Tevin’s money? What do you think Tevin's
reaction will be when Ben asks him for the money?
T
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1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show
favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and
a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If
you show special attention to the man wearing fine
clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but
say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on
the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated
among yourselves and become judges with
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers and
sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor
in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to
inherit the kingdom he promised those who love
him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it
not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not
the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are
they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble
name of him to whom you belong? 8 If you really
keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But
if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted
by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps
the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is
guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You
shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall
not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do
commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
12 Speak and act as those who are going to be
judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because
judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone
who has not been merciful, Mercy triumphs over
judgment.
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Intersect

We seem to have a natural tendency to appeal
to people based on what they can offer us in return.
Treating the wealthy person better than the poor
person is not only about a perception that a rich
person is better than a poor person, but also is an
attempt to put ourselves in position to take advantage
of what they have as well. Put simply, we imagine that
the rich, popular, or powerful person can do more for
us than someone who doesn’t have what they have to
offer. However, we should not allow our treatment of
others to be based on what they can do for us; rather,
we must treat others based on what God has already
done. Our treatment of others—rich or poor—should
be based on God’s love.

This is James’s message in his letter to “the twelve
tribes scattered amongthe nations” (James 1:1). James
wrote to Jewish believers that were scattered about
in various geographical regions. James wrote with a
sense of authority, teaching believers to match their
conduct to their claim of faith in Jesus Christ. James
encouraged a practical faith that was proven by one’s
personal obedience. James addresses the problem
of partiality among believers, using the example of
believers’ showing favoritism to the rich over the
poor—he called them “judges with evil thoughts”
(verse 4). His goal was to discourage the practice of
showing partiality among Christians by teaching the
importance of receiving others with the love of God.

Inside

God does not treat some people better than oth-
ers. Romans 2:11 reads, “God does not show fa-
voritism.” This is rooted in the understanding that
God has created all of us in His image (see Genesis
1:27). Regardless of what the outward appearance
is, we have all been created by God. We run into
trouble when we devalue others because of their
possessions or outward appearance. It is an offense
to God, who placed His image on the inside of every
person.




In our society, it is easy to see how people are
devalued because of their outward appearance.
Those who are immigrants are often treated
unfairly, and those who are poor are not given the
benefits that those who are wealthy are given. We
must be careful not to allow this kind of thinking to
creep into the church. We can also look at people
who are different and form unfair opinions of
them, causing us to treat them differently. When
we do this, we give people the wrong idea about
God.

Like most people, you probably want to live
comfortably. But you may not be aware of how
your desire to have a good life leads you to think
about those who are not well-off. Resist the
temptation to give greater respect to those you
perceive to be wealthy, as opposed to those who
are poor. God calls us to love everyone equally.

®
Stepping Out!

Take some time this week to think about your
perceptions of those who are different from you. How
do you think about rich people? How do you think about
people who are poor? Do you see them as less valuable
or treat them differently without realizing it? What
opinions do you have of people who are not American?
If you find that you are showing partiality in some way,
make the intentional decision to change!

Media Mission

There is a common phrase used in reference to the
stories of people who have overcome poverty to
become wealthy: “from rags to riches.” Search the
Internet for “rags to riches” stories and read how

some of today’s most famous people were once
undervalued. Be prepared to share your favorite
story with the class next week.
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