When LovingIs
Complicated

Lester held his head down as he walked to the
desk in the school office. Kara and Chris were
_ / working as student tutors during fifth period;

however, Lester had been sent by Mr. Phillips

——= to review a biology test that he had failed.

Lester really wanted to work with Chris, but he

was already tutoring an algebra student. That

¢P & meant Kara was his only option. This was the

@ ﬂ e C same Kara that he had made fun of last week on

social media by posting an embarrassing picture of

her. The whole school saw it and the comments section only made things

worse. If he was going to pass biology and stay out of summer school, he
was going to have to work with Kara.

“Hey, Kara,” Lester said nervously. “Are you tutoring this period?”

Kara had trouble hiding her irritation with Lester’s presence,
but she was able to respond: “Yes, | am. Do you need help?”

Lester nodded that he did.

“I'm not surprised,” Kara shot back. Lester knew he needed to
apologize.

“Listen, Kara, | just wanted to say that I’'m really sorry about
the post from last week. It seemed funny at the time, but | didn’t
think about how it might hurt your feelings. | understand if you don’t
want to help me with this biology exam. I'll just try to retake it on my
own,” Lester explained, then turning to leave.

“Wait, Lester,” Kara said. “l never said | wouldn’t help you.”

“Why would you, though?” Lester asked. “l embarrassed you in
front to the whole school.”

“Yeah, that was pretty messed up,” Kara replied. “But when |
think about it, | just don’t see what good it would do to let you fail
biology. It's really not worth it. As long as you realize that what you
did was wrong, and you make sure it doesn’t happen to me or anyone
else again, I'll help you with biology.”

“l promise! I'll do anything to stay out of summer school!”
Lester promised.

Do you think you would have been able to be as gracious as Kara
was to Lester?
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6 Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the persen who
sold grain to all its people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived,
they bowed down to him with their faces te the ground. 7 As
soon as Joseph saw his broethers, he recognized them, but he
pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. “Where
do you come from?” he asked. “From the land of Canaan,”
they replied, “to buy food.” 8 Although Joseph recognized his
brothers, they did not recognize him. © Then he remembered
his dreams about them and said to them, “You are spies! You
have come to see where our land is unprotected.” 10 “No,
my lord,” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy
food. 11 We are all the sons of one man. Your servants are
honest men, not spies.” 12 “No!” he said to them. “You have
come to see where our land is unprotected.” 13 But they
replied, “Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one
man, who lives in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now
with our father, and one is no more.” 14 Joseph said to them,
“It is just as I'told you: You are spies! 15 And this is how you
will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave
this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send
one of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will be
kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see if you
are telling the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh
lives, you are spies!” 17 And he put them all in custody for
three days. 18 On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this
and you will live, for | fear God: 19 If you are honest men, let
one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you
g0 and take grain back for your starving households. 20 But
you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your
words may be verified and that you may not die.” This they
proceeded to do. 21 They said to one another, “Surely we
are being punished because of our brother. We saw how
distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but
we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on
us.” 22 Reuben replied, “Didn’t | tell you not to sin against
the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an
accounting for his blood.” 23 They did not realize that Joseph
could understand them, since he was using an interpreter,
24 He turned away from them and began to weep, but then
came back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken
from them and bound before their eyes. 25 Joseph gave
orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man’s silver
back in his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey.
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Intersect

When Pharaoh called for Joseph to interpret
his dreams, Joseph told Pharaoh there would be
seven years of plentiful growth of the crops in
Egypt, followed by seven years of famine. After the
interpretation, Joseph shared a strategy for Egypt
to be able to survive the seven years of famine by
conserving during the seven years of abundance.
Joseph was promoted to second-in-command, next
to Pharaoh. He was something of a project manager
for the effort to preserve Egypt through the famine.

When the famine came, it not only affected
those in Egypt, but it also affected Joseph's family
in Canaan. So, when Jacob heard that there was
grain available in Egypt, he sent his sons to go and
purchase some so that they may survive the famine.
When the brothers showed up in Egypt, Joseph
recognized them, but they did not know who he was.
Instantly, Joseph was presented with a decision—
He could take revenge upon his brothers for the way
they treated him so many years ago, or he could
provide them grain and save his father and family.

At some point in life, most people have been
tempted to take revenge on someone whoe wronged
them. However, God never gives us permission to
take revenge into our own hands. Joseph had the
opportunity to treat his brothers as harshly as they
treated him. But, Joseph’s character and his leve for
his family—especially his father—would not allow:
him to sacrifice their long-term well-being for the
temporary satisfaction of revenge.

Inside

One of the things that set Joseph apart was his
character. A couple of weeks ago, we touched
on Joseph’s innocence after being accused
of trying to rape Potiphar's wife. His integrity
is what guided him to make that decision as a
slave and that same integrity guided his decision
making as the second-in-command of Egypt. If
we cannot maintain our integrity before we are
promoted, we will likely not be able to turn it on
after the promotion.




In today’s society, everyone seems to be
focused on their own success and well-being.
People are willing to step on or over whomever
they need to in order to attain power, wealth,
and notoriety. Many people are unforgiving and
pride themselves on taking revenge on someone
as soon as they have the opportunity. God’s
children must operate by a different standard.
Not only should we maintain integrity in our
dealings with others, but we must also be mature
enough to show grace toward others when we
have the chance to exact vengeance.

You have probably wanted to take revenge on
someone. Itis important to realize that not taking
the opportunity to get revenge is not a sign of
weakness but, rather, is a sign of strength. It
shows that you are bigger than the pettiness
of others, and allows you to remain focused on
God’s big picture for your life.

Stepping Out!

This week, be particularly careful to avoid situations in which
you may be tempted to take revenge. It could be an act as
small as refusing to speak negatively about someone, even
though he or she may not have shown you the same courtesy.
God will never hold you accountable for other people’s
actions—only your own. Keep the bigger picture in mind!

Media Mission

The satisfaction of revenge is a bit of a myth. We may
believe that it will be satisfying, but the feeling is
short-lived and often has a more negative effect than
positive one. Conduct some research on the Internet
and search for articles about the effects of revenge.
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