Unit I1. Inclusive Love
L5/ October 4, 2020

Love Seeks Justice

Background Scriptures: 1 Samuel 19:1-7; 23:1-18; 2 Samuel 9 - Print Passage: 1 Samuel 19:1-7
KEY VERSE: Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul,
and David was with Saul as before. (1 Samuel 19:7)

Homecoming week
was approaching at Cam-
bridge Middle School.
_ Brother and sister King
.‘-:-" and Reesa were excited
U2 about attending their first

homecoming game and
dance. Adding to their excitement was
the fact that Reesa was nominated for
Homecoming Queen. Reesa made
plans to shop for a special dress and
she asked her father to be her escort on
that night. The entire family was really
looking forward to the homecoming
festivities.

Thursday afternoon, two days
before the Saturday homecoming
game, some students vandalized
the band room. The janitor told
the principal he saw three female
students hanging around the band
hall approximately thirty minutes
after school and named Reesa as
one of the students. The principal
called Reesa’s parents.
strongly pleaded her innocence, but
the principal ruled that she could
not participate in the homecoming
activities until this matter was
resolved.
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When King learned about Reesa
being accused of vandalizing the band
room, he knew it was not true. King
made it his mission to prove Reesa’s
innocence—but how? King remem-
bered that he and Reesa went to the
mall right after school on Thursday.
When they were at the mall, King
and Reesa took pictures. Those pic-
tures had the date and times on them.

“That’s it!” thought King. “I
have to show these pictures to Prin-
cipal Cooper. This will prove that
Reesa was not on campus when the
vandalizing occurred.” King knew

1 Samuel 19:1-7
1 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jenathan had taken a great liking to David 2 and
warned him, “My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and
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where the principal lived, so he de-
cided to go to her house and plead
his sister’s case.

Principal Cooper said, “Well,
King, I must say I am impressed.
Thanks for standing up for your
sister. She is very blessed to have a
caring brother like you. I will call
your parents and the homecom-
ing sponsor and let them know
Reesa is not guilty and her case is
closed!”

Are you willing to stand up for
others when you know they have
been falsely accused?

WORD 1P staythere. 31 will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I'll speak to him about you and will tel

you what | find out.” 4 Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king do wrong to
his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. 5 He took his life in his hands when he killed the
Philistine. The LORD won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David
by killing him for no reason?” 6 Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: “As surely as the LoRD lives, David will not be put to death.” 7 So
Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before.
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Samuel was a prophet and
judge in Israel. The people of
Israel had been led by God for
generations but had begun to
complain about not having a
king like other nations. God di-
rected Samuel to anoint Saul as
the new king. Sadly, however,
King Saul was disobedient to
God throughout his reign. Even-
tually, God showed Samuel that
Saul was no longer worthy to
be the king—God had rejected
him. David was still a young boy
when Samuel anointed him as
Israel’s next King.

Saul was often tormented and
unsettled by evil spirits. His ser-
vants encouraged him to get

a musician who could ¢
soothe him with music
and drive away the bad
spirits that appeared to
trouble him so greatly. In
his younger years, David
used his musical gifts to
minister to the king. Over
the years, David became
very good friends with
Jonathan—they were as
close as brothers.

While still serving Saul, David
became popular among the
people as a young warrior. This
made Saul jealous and angry,
so he plotted to kill David.
When Jonathan learned of his
father’s plan to kill David, he
stood up for David and pleaded
with his father not to kill David.
Saul promised Jonathan that
he would not harm David.
Because he was committed
to what was right, Jonathan
risked his own life by
standing up to King Saul,
asking him not to Kkill
David.

Jonathan had to choose whether to obey
his father or betray his friend. Jonathan
chose to honor God by standing up te his
father and defending David. Semetimes,
youth may be invelved with adults who do
not make right or godly decisions. In this
case, they should understand that God
does not expect His people to follow com-
mands or advice that violate what is hon-
! estand right. Pray and ask God to keep you
'j safe in situations where you need to speak
| Uup and take a stand. Trust that God will
'\ protect youwhen you choose to honor Him
\im youractlons choices, and decisions.

INSIDE OUT

Today’s passage discusses how Jonathan pleaded with his father to
spare David’s life. David had never done anything to harm Saul; yet, Saul
could only think about how David’s popularity among the people would
impact him. Sometimes, people can be so focused on their own selfish
desires that they lose sight of doing the right thing. Fortunately for David,
Jonathan was willing to go against his father and defend him. Are
willing to defend those whom you know are being treated unfairly?

ytau are fat:eci wﬁh a ﬁem-
sionto step in and help someone in
cases of injustice? ij
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This week, create a rap, poem, or song that speaks to the importance of
being a loyal friend and devoted servant of God. In your writing, consider
using positive words such as fairness, love, equality, justice, respect,
strength, courage, and right. After you finish writing, read aloud what you
have written. Offer your creation to God through prayer and ask Him to
give you an opportunity to live out what you have written.

Let’s play “You Saw It, Now Draw It.” In the space below, use today’s Scripture passage as inspiration to
draw a picture that captures the feeling of a friend helping another friend in a specific situation. Do not
worry about drawing everything perfectly. Instead, focus on drawing actions that represent help, love,

and caring. Be prepared to share your drawing with the class.

Media Mission

In today’s “Wake Up!” story, King displayed assertiveness when he went to the principal on his sister’s behalf. Being assertive
means to have or show a confident and forceful personality. Conduct an Internet search using the phrase “tips on being asser-
tive.” Use this activity to boost your confidence to speak up and out against injustice.
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