Unit II: Inclusive Love

It was no secret around the neighborhood

that Randy and Chris were sworn enemies.

Two years ago, they got into a fight at school

and have been hating each other ever

= since. Everyone at the basketball court

was nervous when Randy and Chris ended [

\ up playing on opposite teams. They knew =

é X the moment that one of them got fouled, =

e ﬂ C pushed, bumped, or even looked at by the

- _ e other, another fight could break out. But, right

before the game started, something happened that no one expected.
Chris walked over to Randy and extended his hand.

“What are you doing?” Randy asked.

“I just wanted to shake hands before we started and let you know
that there are no hard feelings. I’'m looking forward to a good game,”
Chris explained.

Randy was confused and thought Chris was playing a joke on
him, standing there with his hand extended, waiting for him to shake it.
Randy refused the handshake. He turned away from Chris and went to
the other side of the court to wait for the start of the game. |

Surprisingly, the two went the entire game without fighting. After B
the game, Chris’s friend Anthony could not think of anything but the
attempted handshake.

“l thought you and Randy hated each other. What was that
handshake thing about?” Anthony asked.

“Randy may not like me and that's okay, but I'm over it,” Chris
replied. “Honestly, the fight was so long ago that | don't even know why
we started hating each other in the first place. I've got nothing but love
for Randy—maybe he’ll get there one day too.”

“Where is this coming from?” Anthony asked.

“We've been talking about loving your enemies in Sunday school
at church,” Chris said. “I just realized that holding on to bad feelings
against someone doesn’t make a lot of sense. It doesn’t change the past
and it can’t help my future—so I’m moving on.”

What kind of impact do you think Chris’s action had on Randy?
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27 “But to you who are listening | say: Love
your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 28 bless these who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps
you on one cheek, turn to them the other also.
If someone takes your coat, do not withhold
your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to
you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others
as you would have them do to you. 32 If you
love those who love you, what credit is that
to you? Even sinners love those who love
them. 33 And if you do good to those who are
good to you, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those
from whom you expect repayment, what credit
is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them
without expecting to get anything back. Then
your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High, because he is kind to
the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.”
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Intersect

Many of Jesus’ teachings and parables focused on
what it means to please God in relating to others. Jesus
taught familiar lessons on compassion for the sick and
concern for the poor, but he also taught several bold
lessons on being kind and forgiving to others, including
enemies and those who curse, hate, mistreat, or take
advantage of you (see Matthew 5:43-47).

Jesus’ teachings were often a direct contradiction
to the Pharisees’ teachings and religious culture they
created for the Jewish people. While the Pharisees
wanted to follow the Law of Moses to the very letter,
Jesus taught meaningful, spiritual, and moral standards
that put the Law in its proper context.

Jesus called His followers to love those who
have been hateful, pushing them to expand their
understanding of who was or was not worthy of love and
forgiveness. A call for one to love one’s enemies meant
giving up the right to pick and choose which persons
deserve love. Jesus set a high standard for discipleship:
love your enemies. Those who can love an enemy can
love everyone. God’s love extends to every living soul,
even your enemies. Jesus’ mission was to make the love
of God available te all of humanity.

_Ihside C

Jesus’ teaching is an effort to reshape the thinking
of His listeners. Love is not usually anyone’s first re-
action when they have been mistreated. Jesus knew
human nature—it seemed more logical, or natural,
to hate an enemy. Yet, He calls us to a higher stan-
dard than our natural state of mind. Your hating your
enemies does nothing to set you apart as God’s chil-
dren. Jesus calls us to go beyond what is easy or ex-
pected to bring Him glory!




One of the ways we can always set ourselves
apart from the culture around us is to avoid
falling into the culture of hate. Everyone seems
to have identified someone as an enemy so they
can have someone to hate. This is completely
opposite of what Jesus was trying to do through
His ministry. While hate divides and separates
people, Jesus’ ministry was intent on breaking
down the walls that kept people from connecting
with God. In the same way, our refusal to hate
helps to break barriers and allows people to

come together!
(2%
i

You can probably think of someone whom you
consider to be an enemy, even as you read this.
This teaching of Jesus may not make much
sense to you right now, but the truth is that
holding on to hatred for too long does more

damage to the “hater” than the “hated.” Do not

be consumed by hatred.

Stepping Out!

Take some time to really think about what it means to love
your enemies. Whom do you consider to be an enemy and
why? What kind of gratification do you get from holding on
to hatred? Has your hatred of someone ever caused that
person to apologize and restore the relationship? If you do
not have good answers to these questions, then you may
need to make an effort to walk in love rather than hate.

Media Mission

Search for sermons on the Internet with the title “Love
Your Enemies.” Many people have preached on this
topic and may be able to help you to better understand
the meaning. Take some notes from the sermon you
listenito and be prepared to share your insight with the
class next week.
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)What Is

by Bridgitt Bradley Brown

| don’t know about you, but when | see a
heart, the first thing | think of is love. We
think and talk a lot about love, don’t we?
We often say things such as, “I love those
shoes,” or, “I love to play basketball.” We
also say to our parents or our BFF (Best
Friend Forever), “I love you.”

If 1 were to ask you to tell me what love is,
what would your answer be? | think if we
really want to know what love is, the best
place to find the answer is in the Bible, not
on TV, Facebook, or Instagram. God’s love is
much different from the mushy, kissy stuff
that you see on TV. It is not bad to be mushy
with your family, but sometimes it is harder
to show other people how you love them. We
cannot go around kissing everyone to show
them our love! God not only told us what
love is, but He also showed us. The Bible
says, “God showed how much he loved us
by sending Jesus to die for us, even though
we were sinful.” Wow! That is real love! God
loved us so much that He sent His Son to die
for us, even though we did not deserve it.
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The Bible also tells us that love is
from God and that God is love. The
wonderful thing about God’s love
is that it is more than a feeling.
When we do something bad, hurt
someone’s feelings, or act in a
mean way, God does not stop
loving us. He loves us even when
we are not loveable and when we
are grumpy or doing bad things. He
loves us no matter what—and that
is call unconditional love.

There is a special kind of love we
can have for others. It is called
agape love. This does not have to
be mushy love. It involves seeing
people as God sees them. Pretend
for a day that you are wearing
special glassesthat allowyouto love
everyone you see, just because God
loves them. You would love them
the way you love your family, your
friends, and your grandparents.

One day you will come across
someone who is not so easy to get
along with or love. You may begin
to think that he or she does not
deserve your love, or you just may
not want to love him/her. The hard
part for each of us is learning how
to love others the way God loves us.
God loves them and if we love God,
we are supposed to love them too.
This is the great commandment—
to love others as God has loved us.

Who Exactly Are We
Supposed to Love?

Love God

What are some ways that we can
love God? It is not as hard as you
think. How do we show others that
we love them? We talk to them, try
to get to know them better, listen to
them, and sometimes we do things
for them. We can do all these things

“For God so Ioved.t'he world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”—John 3:16 (NIV)

for God. We might not be able to
touch Him, but we can pray to God,
read the Bible and learn about Him,
obey Him, and do the things He
asks us to do.

Love Yourself

This does not mean that we should
think that we are better than
everybody else. We get this from a
Bible verse that says to do for others
as you would want them to do for
you. This means we should take
care of ourselves—doing things like
being careful when we are riding our
bicycles down the street, exercising,
eating our vegetables, and getting a
good night’s sleep. Yes, go to bed
and get some rest so you can learn
and be your best! Remember that if
we are Christians, the Spirit of God
lives inside us and He wants us to
treat ourselves with respect.

Love Your Family

Loving our family is not always
easy. | mean, let's face it—we do
not pick our family. God chooses
our parents. Sometimes we get
mad at our parents because they
do not let us do something, but we
still love them. Just remember that
you are part of a family that God
has chosen for you and nothing
will ever change that. You should
always be able to depend on each
other. Always consider your family
first because they will be the ones
to tell you the truth before someone
else will.

Love Your Friends

Loving our friends should be easy
because we pick the people with
whom we want to be friends. The
thing is, sometimes when we
disagree with our friends, we think
we do not have to be their friend

anymore, but God’s love would ask
us to forgive them and try to work
things out.

Love Your Neighbors

Do you know who your neighbors
are? Neighbors are not just the
people who live next to you, but
they are people you may meet at
school, camp, or the shopping
mall. Begin to think about helping
others with love, anytime and
anywhere. Imagine that! By helping
an elderly lady who needs help with
her groceries, returning a wallet
found on the street, or even praying
for people on the news that are in
trouble, you are demonstrating
God’s love for them. These are just
a few ways to love a neighbor.

Love Your Enemies

While it is hoped that you do not have
any enemies, there will always be
someone that you do not get along
with or that believes the opposite of
what you believe. There are many,
many people that do not believe in
God and do things that hurt Him, but
God still loves them. Loving people
that bully you or your friends may
seem impossible, but all things are
possible with God's help. By asking
for God's help, you will be able to love
your enemies easier.

Learning to love like God takes
time. You must study God’s Word
and ask for God’s help. It is easier
to love than to hate, so have lots of
fun learning in the lessons during
this unit to love God and everyone
around you!

Dear Father, we thank You for loving
us, even when we do not deserve it.
Help us to love others in the same
way. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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