Veronica was surprised to see
that her daughter, Tasha, was home. Tasha and her
best friend, Tyra, had been planning on having a
sleepover for the last few weeks. Instead, there
——= she was, sitting on the couch watching holiday
movies. Veronica could not help but wonder
what happened!

are you doing home? | thought you were spending
the night at Tyra’s tonight.”
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“Plans changed,” Tasha said abruptly. Veronica .

was a little shocked, but she knew Tasha’s short response was an indication
that something was very wrong.

“Why did they change? Did Tyra come down with the flu bug that has
been going around?” Veronica questioned.

“No, we just changed plans,” Tasha answered.

“You're not telling me everything,” Veronica chided. “What’s going on?”

“It’s Tyra! She’s tripping!” Tasha confessed, to which her mother asked,
“How?”

Tasha paused the movie and took a deep breath before talking: “We got

into an argument because | forgot to get her a birthday gift. | didn’t think it &

was a big deal because we have been best friends forever! | didn’t think | had
to get her a gift to prove that! | just thought our friendship was about more
than that. So, since she had an attitude, | just told her | wasn’t coming over!”

Veronica listened patiently for Tasha to finish, then gave her response.

“Sweetheart, Tyra isn't wrong,” Veronica commented.

Tasha was shocked that her mother did not take her side. “So, you are
on her side?” Tasha asked.

“Well, | don't want to take anyone’s side, but you can’t expect Tyra to
just accept your words if they are never backed up with some action. | don't
think it's really about the gift itself . . . it's more about your actions’ being a
true reflection of your heart.”

Tasha knew that her mom was right. “So, what am | supposed to do
now?” Tasha asked.

“Put on your shoes and coat so we can go get Tyra a gift and you can
apologize,” her mom suggested.

Do you think Tyra will accept Tasha’s apology? Would you accept an apology?

“Hey, sweetheart!” Veronica said. “What
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11 For this is the message you heard from the
beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do
not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil
one and murdered his brother. And why did
he murder him? Because his own actions were
evil and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do
not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if
the world hates you. 14 We know that we have
passed from death to life, because we love each
other. Anyone who does not love remains in
death. 15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is
a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life residing in him. 16 This is how we
know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need
but has no pity on them, how can the love of
God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let
us not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth. 19 This is how we know
that we belong to the truth and how we set our
hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts
condemn us, we know that God is greater than
our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear
friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we
have confidence before God 22 and receive
from him anything we ask, because we keep his
commands and do what pleases him. 23 And
this is his command: to believe in the name of
his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another
as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps
God’s commands lives in him, and he in them.
And this is how we know that he lives in us: We
know it by the Spirit he gave us.
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Intersect

The book of 1 John is a letter that is believed
to have been authored by the apoestle John. He was
writing to warn the people against false teachers and
to encourage them to obey God and love their brothers
and sisters in Christ. In chapter 3, John focuses on the
issue of loving one another. John does this by recalling
a story in Genesis 4—that of Cain and Abel. The two
brothers each brought sacrifices to the Lord. God was
pleased with Abel’s offering, but He rejected Cain’s
offering. This rejection caused Cain to become angry.
and murder his brother. John uses this story as an
example of an unloving action in a relationship. He
wants his readers to demonstrate loving actions.

To make his point stronger, John offers another
example in verse 15. Here, the apostle writes that

love ought to compel one to lay down his/her life for
another. He draws a contrast between the hatred
that is the motivation for murder and the love that
motivates the sacrificial giving of one’s life. Of course,
John is referring to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Cain
is not the example to follow—Jesus is!

Love is much more than an abstract idea or a
fuzzy feeling on the inside. Love is an action!
More than any other action, the way we love is
an indicator of our relationship with God. Later
in this same book, John tells us that God is love
(1 John 4:16)! He says that we may know that
we have overcome the death of disconnection
with God and moved into the abundant life that
God desires for us by our loving actions toward
our brothers and sisters.




i Stepping Out!

This week, take some deliberate action to share the
love of God with someone else. God calls us to act in
-. love toward others. Do something kind for at least two
- 3 people who cannot repay your kindness. Be as creative
& e T 4 - and thoughtful as possible. Be sure that your action is a

. > o meaningful, heartfelt expression of love toward someone
i else, Afterwards, avoid the temptation to brag about what
you have done.

You may have heard some old sayings about the
importance of backing up words with action—
ones like “Actions speak louder than words”; or,
“Don’t just talk the talk, walk the walk.” These
sayings have been around for so long because
there is truth to them. Many people know how to
say the right thing, but their words are not backed
up by their actions. This text reminds us that it
is important to allow God'’s love to be expressed

through our actions toward others and not just Media Mission

through words.

There are so many gospel songs that celebrate
the love of Jesus. Using your favorite streaming
music app or the Internet, find one that you enjoy.
After finding a song, post about it on social media
by sharing the lyrics, recording a video of yourself
singing the song, or just sharing the link!

Everywhere you turn today, there seems to be a
celebration of selfishness and individualism. If
you are not careful, it can cause you to become
disconnected. We should certainly celebrate
our uniqueness—but in our doing so, God never
wants us to neglect the care and consideration
for other people.
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Favoritism Is
. Forbicn

by Chantaye Elmore Knotts

Have you ever been in a situation where a teacher, coach, or someone else showed an unfair
preference for someone for one reason or another? People tend to give some people special
treatment for simple reasons like the sound of their voice, a friendly smile, a pleasing personality,
a family connection, how they dress, what their parents have, the length of their hair, and even
the shade of their skin tone. Have you ever been teased or rejected by classmates or lost out on
an opportunity because you did not “look the part”? Being rejected hurts for a long time.
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People are guick to take to the streets in protest of

racial discrimination. For centuries, many people in
America were horribly mistreated, simply because
they were born African-American, Asian-American,
or Native American, or because they were different.
Based on their outward appearance only, people were
lynched, denied access to education, prevented from
living in certain neighborhoods, stopped by the police
for no reason and arrested without cause, cheated,
brutalized, and mistreated. We are angry and outraged
when we remember the history of this kind of injustice
in society. But think about it—are you guilty of it too?

The ways of the wotld may never change, but the Bible
is clear about the fact that God expects Christians fo
receive people without showing pattiality. The book of
James presents a challenging observation about the
ways that good Christian people often discriminate
against each other, sometimes without even realizing it:

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism.
Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing
a gold ring and fine clothes, and a peor man in
filthy old clothes afso comes in. If you show
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes
and say, “Here's a good seat for you,” but say to
the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the
floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated
among yourselves . ..? (James 2:1-4)

Is it really that big a deal? Everyone has favorites, don't
they? No—God does not, and He does not expect
you to have them, either. John 3:16-18 explains that
Jesus sacrificed His life and died for everybody’s sin.
Salvation is available to everyone who trusts God and
obeys Him-—no matter who they are. Most likely, God
does not need you to die in anyone’s place, but He

requires you to de something that is much easier—

ireat people fairly. God made everyone in His own
image, with individual differences. Those differences
bless the church and make the world beautiful.

Here are three important reasons why God
forbids favoritism:

God Loves You . .. Anyway. God knows every
detail of the very worst things you have ever done—all
your mistakes, flaws, and imperfections; and yet, He still
loves you. If God has received you just as you are, then
who are you to reject someone else, based on what you
can see? Treat people fairly, because you owe it to God!

Favoritism Blocks Blessings. Sometimes God
blesses us throughi the least likely people. When you
avoid people because of outward appearances, you
miss the opportunity to connect with people who could
be a real blessing to you. People are always more than
how they look. In 1 Kings 17, God blessed the praphet
Elijah to survive famine by the obedience of a starving
widow who was down to her last meal.

Favoritism Is a Sin. “If you show favaritism, you
sin” (James 2:9). Showing partiality is a sin because
it goes against God’s character and commands. There
is no place for favoritism in a Christian’s heart and no
excuse for it in the church.

Jesus said, “If you see someone hungry, feed him. If
someone is thirsty, give her a drink. If a person is all
alone, be a friend” (see Matthew 25). Why? Because
whatever you do to others, you are doing to Him.
According to Jesus, love without favoritism is the best
proof of your faith. The most important proof of your
faith is not what you say, it is how you treat people.
When youllove them, you love Him!
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