Unit I. Struggles with Love
L3 / September 20, 2020

When Loving Is Complicated

Background Scripture: Genesis 42 - Print Passage: Genesis 42:6-25
KEY VERSE: Reuben replied, “Didn’t | tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen!
Now we must give an accounting for his blood.” (Genesis 42:22)

Myra and Paul are a
part of a blended fam-
ily. Myra’s father, David,
married Paul’s mother,
Vise : Clarissa, six months ago.

JP!  Myra has two younger

brothers and Paul has a

younger sister, making it a family of
five children.

Paul resents being a part of a
blended family. Many days, Paul
feels he cannot do anything right to
please his stepfather. His frustration
about this is affecting how he treats
his new brothers and sister.

One day, Myra asked Paul, “Why
are you always so mean to my broth-
ers? It does not take much to be nice.
I play with your sister all the time. I
am happy to have a new little sister—
but not you. You just walk around

Paul ignored Myra at first and
then answered, “You know your fa-
ther does not like me, so why should
I be the one trying to be all nice?”

Myra was surprised to learn that
Paul had issues with her father.

After learning from Myra how
Paul really felt, David invited Paul
to sit down and talk.

David said, “Myra told me that
you think I do not like you. I am
sorry if I have ever made you feel un-
loved or unwanted. I want us to have
a great relatonship. I thought I was
giving you the time you needed to de-
cide how involved you want me to be
in your life. You are a great kid, and if
I am hard on you, it is only because I
see greatness in you and I want you to
live up to your potential.”

Paul and David made a deal to
hang out together at least once a week to

build their relationship. Paul changed
his attitude and realized he was blessed
to have little brothers. David’s willing-

ness to ask Paul for forgiveness brought
healing and joy to the family.

mad all the time. What’s up?”
—— 5 Genesis 42:6-25
s 6 Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to all its people. So when Joseph's brothers
arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. 7 As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recog-
\VORD | |p_ nized them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you come from?” he asked.
. “From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to buy food.” 8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not
recognize him. 9 Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, “You are spies! You have come to see where our land is
unprotected.” 10 “No, my lord,” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all the sons of one man. Your servanis are
honest men, not spies.” 12 “No!” he said to them. “You have come to see where our land is unprotected.” 13 But they replied, “Your
servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who fives in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no
more.” 14 Joseph said to them, “It is just as | told you: You are spies! 15 And this is how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you
will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will
be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharach lives, you
are spies!” 17 And he put them all in custody for three days. 18 On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for | fear
God: 19 If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving
households. 20 But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words may be verified and that you may not die.” This they
proceeded to do. 21 They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when
he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on us.” 22 Reuben replied, “Didn’t | tell you not
to sin against the boy? But you wouldn't listen! Now we must give an accounting for his blood.” 23 They did not realize that Joseph could
understand them, since he was using an interpreter. 24 He turned away from them and began to weep, but then came back and spoke to
them again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes. 25 Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each
man’s silver back in his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey.
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who once plotted to kill him e,

and later sold him to slave ﬁmﬂﬁ% m Q:I;}

traders. }

Joseph's childhood dream
came true—his brothers |
did bow down to him. At |
first, Joseph refused to
reveal his identity to his
brothers and distanced
himself by addressing
them through an interpreter. Jo-
seph held his brothers for three
days, deliberately accusing them RN NN e NN EN i RS elns s o
the hamdiand o doserfs Tl of being spies, but slfolulI=eRoRI=I for Paul’s negative attitude, he took steps to

: * them go if they agreed to return EENSUEENEIESSENECEE IR0 o0 s
Joseph's father, Jacob, learned that i their youngest brother, Benja- [N al ol eeN et ok
there wasfood in Egyptand senthis  in - joseph’s plan was to reunite [ IRelll iz s s/l e e o ol s
sons to Egypt to buy grain for their 544 protect the family, but Reuben et DT Sl e s e e
family. When they arrived in EQypt,  assumed they were being pun- [N EINTNTS e oEs:
Joseph recognized his brothers,  jshed for what they did to Joseph. BREUREEECEERINE RIS L i RE e
but they did not recognize him. Jo- sl hiding his true identity, Jo- [FElEREENDRE R thankful for his new fam-
seph had power and authority and  seph gave his brothers the grain | ily. Just because semeone ha§ hurt you in'the
could have ordered his brothers’  they came after and told his | past_does_notmeanthattherersnohopeforth_e
death. Instead of giving in to anger  servants to secretly put their [ relahonshlpt.o improve. Peaple can change for
and bitterness, Joseph was moved  money back into their grain the_better, especially when we give them allittle
to help his brothers, but could not  sacks. The brothers left with xp\ajsenceand encguragement.
resist the opportunity to test them  the promise to do every- "
to see whether they had grown  thing that Joseph ordered
from being the hateful young men  them to do.

In today’s lesscn, Joseph's interpre-
tation of Pharaoh’s dream had be-

come reality. The famine impacting
Egypt had also reached Canaan,

INSIDE OUTY

Joseph was given a special opportunity to repair his relationship with his
brothers. Even when you are mistreated by others, you can trust God to
bring you through it. If you remain faithful and trust Him to handle it, God
will position you to overcome even the most difficult situations. Instead
of seeking revenge, Joseph was ready to let go of his brothers’ great sin
against him and bless the very people who caused him such great harm.
You should be willing to forgive others just as freely as God has forgiven
your sins and shortcomings.

ate time. Sometimes, it is best to be- %!
quiet and tell God about your hurts
and disappointments in prayer.
When the time is right, God will
give you the courage and grace to
express your feelings in a way that
heals broken relationships rather
than making matters worse.
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This week, learn how people really feel about forgiveness. Choose three
people and ask them the following questions: (1) Do you think everyone
deserves forgiveness for their wrongdoings? (2) When someone has hurt
someone intentionally, should that person be forgiven for his or her actions?
(3) Does God expect us to forgive people who haven't apologized? Record
the responses and remember that the Holy Spirit helps us to forgive and

love as we should.

b

Its Gameiime:

Complete the following sentences and share your responses with the class.

1. When a friend or family member mistreats me, | feel

2. When | mistreat others, | should

3. God will fight my battles. This means

4. God expects me to show love, even when

5. God forgives me when | ask for forgiveness; therefore,

6. | need to pray and talk to God daily, so |

Media Mission

God is generous with His love for His people. The song “I Need You to Survive,” by Hezekiah Walker, is a
beautiful reminder that members of God’s family should always strive to love and care for one another. |
Visit hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v-=zVXKx74J0yk to listen to the song and reflect on the important 0
lyrics.

Bible Studies for Middle School Students / 15




