Unit lll. Godly Love among Believers

L9 / November 1, 2020

Loving with Our Actions

Background Scripture: John 13:1-35 - Print Passage: John 13:1-15, 34-35
KEY VERSE: “I have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you.”

Lam’s father, Rever-
end McPherson, is the
pastor of Restoration
Baptist Church. Re-
cently, Rev. McPherson
has been trying to get

more youth to volun-
teer at some of the local charities.
To start, Rev. McPherson asked Lam
to recruit some of his friends to vol-
unteer at the city’s food distribution
center. Lam did not think his friends
would be interested.

Smiling, Lam said, “Dad, my
friends do not hang out at places like
that. In our free time, we want to re-
lax, go to the movies, go skating, or
hang out playing video games. If you
ever need us to work at any of those
places, we are in.”

Rev. McPherson replied, “The
fact that you and your friends have
choices and money to participate
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(John 13:15)

in those activities '
should make you re- P
alize you are blessed.
And because of your
being blessed, you
should do something
to bless others.”

Lam  answered,

“Okay, Dad, no guilt i

trips, please. I know

I am blessed. I just

don't think my friends would be inter-
ested in volunteering at the food bank;
but I promise to ask them.”

As promised, Lam asked his
football teammates about volunteer-
ing at the food distribution center.
The football coach was listening and
overheard the conversation.

'The coach said, “That is perfect! I
was looking for a service project for us
to do to complete our season. Lam, tell
your dad we will be there on Saturday

John 13:1-15, 34-35
1 ltwas just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress,
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for the entire day.” Lam and his team-
mates looked at each other in silence.
The day at the food distribution
center was not what Lam expected. He
never realized how many families de-
pended on free food. Lam could go to
his refrigerator and always find some-
thing to eat. He never thought about
how blessed he was to have a ready
supply of food. Lam and his friends
enjoyed working at the center, and
said they wanted to volunteer more

times throughout the year.

WORD 1P and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father

had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from
the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my
hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And
you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what | have done for you?” he
asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what | am. 14 Now that |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 | have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you.”

34 “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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In today’s lesson, Jesus demon-
strates His love to the disciples by
washing their feet. During ancient
times, it was customary to have a
basin or jar of water available for
guests to wash their feet before
entering a home. People would
usually wash their own feet, but
it was also very common for the
homeowner to command one of
his servants to wash the guests’
feet. In this text, Jesus took the
role of the servant to teach the
lesson that leaders must first be
servants. Jesus is the Son of God;
yet, He showed the disciples that
He was willing to humble Himself
to serve others. Jesus wanted the
disciples to model the same kind
of love and service to the people

they would minister to in the
future.

At first, Peter opposed the of-
fer for Jesus to wash his feet.
Claiming that he was unwor-
thy, Peter refused to allow
Jesus to do a job that slaves
were often assigned to do.
Jesus explained that Peter’s

refusal suggested he was not in /’
close relationship with Him. When
Peter understood that his objec-
tion caused Jesus to question his
love and relationship, he quickly
changed his mind and agreed to
not only have his feet washed, but
his entire body.

~In today’s “Wake Up!” story, Lam realized
how: blessed he was, especially considering:
how there were others who were unable to
provide a basic meal for themselves. Lam
gained a new awareness of how he could
help his community and demonstrate God's
love at the same time. There are always
opportunities for believers to make a dif-
ference in the lives of people when their
motives are to please God as they serve.
Commit to volunteering with an outreach
project or ministry in your city that is designed
toimeet the needs of the less fortunate.

Jesus did not wash the disciples’
feetjust to clean them. He wanted
to give the disciples an example
of service that they would re-
member and imitate long
after He was gone. Jesus’
demonstration of humility
and service that evening
was one that would not be
easy for the men to forget.
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When Jesus announced He was going to wash the disciples’ feet, Peter
said, No. Peter did not understand that Jesus had a spiritual purpose in
mind. He wanted to teach the disciples the attitude they should have
about ministry and leadership. Serving others is the ultimate expres-
sion of God's love. You may not ever consider washing someone’s feet
like Jesus did, but how can you use this example to inspire you to serve
others? This week, think about how you can leave a lasting impressi
on a friend or family member through an unselfish act of love.

When we serva m %ﬂve, we show oth-
ers what God is like, Never take for
granted the goodness you can add to
the world. God expects you to make
a difference.
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This week, you are challenged to write a letter to God, thanking Him for the
way He provides for you and your family. You may not always get or have
everything you want or need, but you should always give God thanks and
show appreciation for whatever you do have. Take a moment to make note
of the things you may take for granted. Let God know that you are grateful by

B

RN IE L STl RN TR T T
=3

finding ways to show His love to others.

\ There are many jobs that are necessary in our society, even though the people who perform those jobs often go
N unrecognized and unappreciated. In the space below, list workers that often receive little thanks or recognition

for the jobs they do. Review your list and think about how you can show appreciation to workers who perform the
jobs on your list.
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Media Mission

Washing the disciples’ feet was an expression of humility and love. To learn more about the significance of Jesus’

washing the feet of the disciples, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L11aniUYocw. Invite a friend to waich

the video with you and discuss ways that you can demonstrate the same kind of love and humility that Jesus
showed His disciples.
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.—Mother Teresa




