November 29, 2020

" KEY VERSE: If you really

keep the royal law found in
Scripture, “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself,” you are
doing right. (James 2:8)

Considering How
Others Feel

Lesson Scripture: James 2:1-13

God’s Word

1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man

comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in.
3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the
poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and
become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor
in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? & But you
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into
court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? 8 If you really keep
the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism,
you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just
one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 12 Speak and act as
those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown
to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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Bible Story

Considering
How Others Feel

James 2:1-13

James, the brother of Jesus, wrote to the
followers of Jesus at the church in Jerusalem.
He told them that they should never think
that some people are more important than
others.

He gave an example: Suppose a rich person
wearing nice clothes and a gold ring comes
to your church. And suppose a poor person
dressed in worn-out clothes also comes.
You begin to show favoritism (giving special
treatment) to the person in the nice clothes
by saying, “Come and sit in the good seat.”
Then you say to the poor man, “Stand over
there” or “Sit on the floor.” When you treat
some people better than others, you have
done wrong by deciding which person is
better. James reminds them that God has
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of
the world to be rich in faith. The kingdom
of heaven is theirs, because that is the gift
God has promised to give to all who love Him.
Remember that there is a royal law found in
Scripture that should be obeyed: “Love your
neighbor as you love yourself” When you
obey this law, you are doing right; however,
if you treat certain people as though they
are more important than others, you are
sinning. God said, “You must not be guilty
of adultery.” God also said, “You must not
murder anyone.” Even if you do not commit
adultery, if you murder someone, then you
are guilty of breaking all of God’s law.

Don’t Judge!
(Part 1)

“Can you believe Devanté! He wants to work
with us on our science project. I’'m not about to be
seenwith him, and l'don’t want to work with him!?
Roderick ranted.

“| feel you. He wears the same clothes every
day. And when he does wear different ones, he

gets them from the thrift store,” Askia remarked.

“| think we should ask Stephan. His parents
own one of the stores downtown. He always has
on the latest shoes and wears the latest styles,”
Roderick commented.

“| like the way you are thinking—let’s go ask
him!” Askia said.

Stephan did not see them coming. He was
talking to his friends. As they approached, they
heard him saying something interesting.

Exploring the Story
with Nicholas
and Cornelius

Hi, friends! Nicholas and Cornelius here. Did you know
that some Bible scholars believe that the book of James
is the oldest book in the New Testament? It was probably
written sometime between AD 44 and AD 50. That was
more than two thousand years ago! But the message is

still important. Roderick and Askia don’t want to

to know you? How did you feel?
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work with Devanté because of his appearance.
) Have you ever been judged before people got
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Don’t Judge!
(Part 2)

“|'sure hope Roderick and Askia don't ask
me to beintheirgroup,” they overheard Stephan
Say.

“Hey, Roderick and Askia, don’t pay any
attention to Stephan. | need some partners—do

you want towork withime?” Devante inquired.

“Well, I'm net sure,”™ Askia responded
hesitantly. '

“If it helps you to make up your mind,
science is my favorite subject. I’'m not bragging,
but | always get As. Plus, my dad has all kinds of
science stuff at the house. He would be glad to
helpus out,” Bevanté explained.

“| didn’t know: you had it like that. Count us
n...and from new on, I’'m calling you ‘Devanté
Nye, the Science Guy,"” Rederick announced.

“That’s cool with me,” Devanté said with
alaugh.
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Exploring the Story
with Nicholas
and Cornelius

Looks like Roderick and Askia learned a
valuable lesson. Have you ever heard the old
saying “Don't judge a book by its cover”? It
means that you cannot know what someone is
like just by looking at the person’s appearance.
Roderick and Askia learned that Devanté had a
lot to offer. Be careful not to do the same thing.
Get to know others, even those who might be
different from you!

> Message
Decode (figure out) the message by writing on each dash the letter that comes between the

combination of letters in the alphabet. (The letter combination is found under the dash.) (For
example, z-b = a; I-n = m.) When done, you will reveal a message about today’s lesson.

ACUUULTS ULl

k-m n-p uw d-f X-Z n-p t-v @S

m-o d-f hj fh gi ac np g-s z-b -t

Xx-z np tv gs 1t df km e-g
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