LESSON 12

November 22,2020 |

Unit III: Godlyoveamog Believers
Sharing Love in Truth

DEVOTIONAL READING: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Acts 4:32—5:11

PRINT PASSAGES: Acts 4:32-37; 5:1-11

Key Verse_ The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither
said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but
they had all things common. (Acts 4:32, KJV)

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. (Acts 4:32, NTV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:
- Explore the Jerusalem church’s practice and witness of communal sharing.
» Regret your idolatrous attachment to material goods.

- Create a plan to increase their giving for the common good.

*Key Terms
Apostles (4:33)—Greek: apostolos (ap-os’-tol-o0s): messengers; persons on a mission.
Fear (5:11)—Greek: phobos (fob’-os): the causing of fear, reverence, respect; revere.

Lie(d) (5:3)—Greek: pseudomai (psyoo’-dom-ahee): deceive(d); speak (spoke) deliberate falsehoods.
*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Life Happens

Lisa has a big heart and works to make sure that everyone is taken care of. Lately, she has suf-
fered from health issues. Because she has given to so many others, her family and friends have helped
clean her place, provided meals, and secured lawn services so that she won't have to worry. Plus, more
people have sent expressions, prayers, and well-wishes on social media and have given monetary
donations to support her financially.

The outpouring of love has left Lisa speechless and emotional. She had no idea that people
would support her in this way. However, it is because she has given so much that people are so
responsive.
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?.uestions

Please share examples in which people have favor-
ably given to you out of love.

Qverview : :
A i e Besk 6F Acis wiees e 2. Were you overwhelmed by their outpouring of

history of the growing community. of love? How so?

Christian believers is presented. The ‘

3. How has God graciously shared His love for you?
early church contintied e tell their con- 4. How does God’s love make you feel?
version story even amidst all kinds of

intense persecution. This made it evi- COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLICAL

dent that Ehristianity. was not the work of TEXT
mere mortals but of God. In todayis les-
som, we find the believers helping one

another so that no one among them was Heiping One Another (ACZ'S 432‘37)
in‘need.
- KV

32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of
them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things commeon.
33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great
grace was upon them all.

34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according
as he had need.

36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son
of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,

37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

NIV

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was
their own, but they shared everything they had.

33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all

34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales

35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of
encouragement”),

37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.

In order for any group of people to form a strong community, they must agree on how they
will function as a group. Verse 32 begins with the people in the community’s agreeing on how they
should live together in their new community. None of these believers felt that what they possessed
belonged to them, and with this thinking they were able to share their possessions. This eliminated
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any kind of poverty among any of the members of the communiry. The apostles continued to teach
the Gospel to the new believers (verse 33). They explained how although Jesus died, God raised
Him from the dead. God helped the believers in many ways; His grace was at work powerfully
among them. Everyone among them had what they needed (verse 34). Those believers who had
houses, land, and other possessions sold them and took the money from the sales to the apostles.
The apostles then gave the money to any of the believers who needed it (verse 35). The unity and
the generosity of these early believers caused other people to join their community. In verse 36
we meet Joseph, one of the believers, who was from the tribe of Levi. Joseph became known as
Barnabas by the apostles, possibly because he liked to help the people. Barnabas meant “son of
encouragement (verse 36, NIV). Barnabas sold some property he owned and gave the money to
the apostles to share among the other believers (verse 37).

QWh&'E Do You Think? Everything we have belongs to God. Do you think that you could
give up something that is very important to you to help someone else?

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:7-6)
KV

BUT A certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and
laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to /e to the Holy Ghost, and to keep
back part of the price of the land?

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power?
why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unte Ged.

5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all
them that heard these things.

6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

NIV

NOW A man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.

2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest
and put it at the apostles’ feet.

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have ed to the
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?

4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your
disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings
but to God.”

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had
happened.

6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried
him.
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There was a married couple in the Jerusalem church named Ananias and Sapphira who, like some of
the ather believers, sold some property presumably for the benefit of other believers. But unlike the other
believers, they only took a portion of the profits from the sale to the apostles, claiming that it was the full
amount (verse 1). With Sapphiras full knowledge, Ananias kept the remainder of the money (verse 2).
This was their property and their money, so they could give as much of the proceeds as they wanted (see
verse 4). Furthermore, doing this was not a requirement; this was something of a freewill offering.

In verse 3, Peter asked Ananias why he allowed Satan to influence his behavior. Peter informed
him that he had not just lied to them, but he had lied to the Holy Spirit and kept some of the money.
Peter reminded Ananias that it was not necessary to tell a lie. The property he sold was his, and the
money he received from the sale belonged to him (verse 4). He thought he was lying to the apostles,
but he was also lying to God. As soon as Ananias heard Peter’s words, he fell down and died (verse
5a). The people who heard about what had happened were terrified (verse 5b). He was removed and
buried by some young men from the community (verse 6). This incident clearly shows that God will
not tolerate such sin within the community of faith.

QWE’E&% Do You Think? you lie to cover up a truth that you don’t want told, how do you
think this affects your relationship with God? Why?

Three Hours Later . . . fActs 5:7-11)
KJV

7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.
8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea,
for so much.

9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?
behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.
10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came
in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

NIV

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.

8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” “Yes,” she said,
“that is the price.”

9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the
men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.”

10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding
her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

In verse 7, we are told that Ananias’s wife, Sapphira, came in about three hours after her hus-
band’s death, unaware of his sudden demise and the reason for it. Peter questioned her about her
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knowledge of the business transaction in which she and her husband had been involved (verse 8a).
Sapphira continued to lie about giving the apostles all of the proceeds from the sale by stating that
the amount given to the apostles was the total price they received for selling the land (verse 8b).
Peter seemed to be in disbelief that Sapphira and her late husband would work together to deceive
the apostles abour their gift. They failed to fool the apostles, and they unknowingly were purting the
Holy Spirit to the test. Peter told Sapphira that the men who had buried her husband were standing
at the door waiting to carry out her body and bury it (verse 9).

In verse 10, immediately after Peter had spoken these words, Sapphira fell dead in front of Peter.
Then the same men who had taken away her husband’s body came in and picked up Sapphira’s body,
burying it next to her husband’s. The whole group of believers and many other people heard about
whart happened to Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, and were gripped with fear (verse 11).

QWhat Do You Think? po you think that Ananias lied about how much money he gave

because he wanted to impress others in the Christian community? How do you think God punishes
that kind of behavior today?

Your Life

Some believers would like to be acknowledged for the offering they give to the church. Bur it’s
not what we give but the way that and the motive with which we give that matters to God.

Your World!

Everything we have belongs to God; so we should always be willing to give to others the way God
has given to us—generously and without judgment.

m Closin g P FayYer Dear God, thank You for loving us as we are. Help us to love others enough

that we will always be willing to bless them with all You have given to us. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, November 23 “Extending Mercy Is More Important (Matthew 12:1-8)

than Sacrifice”
TUESDAY, November 24 “Love One Another from the Heart” (1 Peter 1:17-23)

WEDNESDAY, November 25 “In Christ Gentiles Share Abraham’s Eaith” (Galatians 3:6-9, 13-14)
THURSDAY, November 26 “The Faith of a Levite Mother Saves Moses” {Exodus 2:1-10) |

FRIDAY, November 27 “Unexpressed Faith Has No Value” (James 2:14-17)
SATURDAY, November 28 “Faith and Works Complement Each Other”  (James 2:18-26)
SUNDAY, November 29 “Disdain the Practice of Partiality” (James 2:1-13)
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