LESSON 10
November 8, 2020

Unit I1I: Godly .I:dve among Believers
The Love Connection

DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 80:7-19

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: John 15:4-17
PRINT PASSAGE: John 15:4-17

Key Verse_l am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (John 15:5, KJV)

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

+ Comprehend how the metaphor of the vine and the branches applies to Jesus and those who follow
Him.

- Yearn for a more intimate, life-giving relationship with Jesus.

+ Commit to keeping Christ’s commandments and so abide in His love.

*Key Terms

Friends (verse 14)—Greek: philos (fee’-los): beloved; dear; friendly; associates; companions.
Fruit (verse 4)—Greek: karpos (kar’-pos): deed; action; result.

Remain (verse 4)—Greek: mend (men’-0): to stay, “abide” (KJV).

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Life Happens

In the Willinghem family, Aunt Sarah is the matriarch of the family now. So many family mem-
bers have passed on, including her sisters. For eleven years over the holidays, Aunt Sarah has invited
her nieces and nephews (her sister’s children and grandchildren) to Thanksgiving dinner, and they
love it. Because the holidays can be a hard time for those who have experienced and are overcoming
loss, Aunt Sarah’s master plan is to relieve and release some of the pain.

Aunt Sarah does the major fixins and decorations, and her nieces and nephews come with the
sides, desserts, and toys for the little ones. While there, they cat and laugh. They also talk about
what’s happening with young and growing children, divorce and/or separations, news and politics,
purchases of new homes, travels, and more.
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Overview

The “I Am” statements of Jesus were
only recorded in the gospel of Jehn. These
metapherical statements pointed to Jesus!
divine identity and purpese. These! state-
ments help us understand Jesus' ministry.
in the world. Some schelars say that these
“| Am? statements also link Jesus to the Old
Testament revelation of God. In Judaism, I
Am? was the name given to God. Inithese
Am” statements, Jesus was identifyingHim-
self with God.

These metaphorical statements tell
us that He is the Bread of Life (John 6:35);
the Light of the World (John 8:12); the door
(Johri10:7); the Good Shepherdi(John10:11);
the Resurrection and the Life (John 19:25);
the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6);

Jesus knew that in a short time ke
would be betrayed and would be leaving.
He knew that His disciples were going to
be heartbroken by His departure. In foday’s
lesson, Jesus gives the disciples the last
metaphoric ‘I Am? statement to guide them
alohg the way:

Having family around just warms everyone’s hearts,
and they often can’t wait to get together again the next
year. This is indeed a love connection.

Questions

What are your family traditions?

Describe the feelings of family and friends who attend.
Why are traditions so important?

Would you like to start a new tradition? If so, please
share.

Lol S

COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLICAL
TEXT

“} Am the Vine” (John 15:4-8)
KJV

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can
ye, except ye abide in me.

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without me ye can do nothing,.

6 If 2 man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them
into the fire, and they are burned.

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall

ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

NIV

4 “Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fiuit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.

6 “If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.

7 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. '

8 “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

In John 15:3, Jesus tells che disciples and us that the things that He has already told them have
made them clean. In verse 4, He tells His disciples that no branch can live by itself, let alone produce
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leaves and fruit. When a branch is removed from the vine, it dies. Branches need to be connected to
the vine because that is their source of energy to bear fruit. The Holy Spirit causes us to produce the
fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control (see
Galatians 5:22-23). The disciples and other followers of Jesus depend on their connectedness to Him
for their spiricual life and the ability to serve Him effectively.

Man is not the source of his own spiritual life, but Jesus is the only source that can fuel our
spiritual life. The only way we can serve Him the way we should is to have a relationship with Him
(verse 5). Being attached to Jesus is the only way to live a good life. Without God, our efforts are
useless—fruitless (verse 6). True branches will always bear fruit if they stay connected to the vine
(verse 7). If a vine is to bear fruit it needs sunshine and rain. When the fruit grows, God is glorified.
It is important that as followers, like the disciples, we must understand that God is glorified through
a right relationship with Him that bears “much fruit” in and through our lives (verse 8).

QWQ’?@’% Do You Think? Have you ever had a job where you did not connect with your

co-workers? How long did you stay at that job? How was your productivity?

“Remain in My Love” (John 15:9-12)
KJV

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s
commandments, and abide in his love.

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full.

12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

NIV

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.

10 “If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love.

11 “T have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

12 “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”

In verse 9, Jesus tells the disciples that He has loved them the same way that the Father has loved
Him. He tells them to make themselves at home in His love. He then proceeds to tell them how to
remain at home in His love. He tells them to obey His commands just as He has obeyed His Father’s
commands and made Himself at home in His Father’s love. Jesus was pointing out that there is a
connection between keeping His Father’s commands and remaining in His love (verse 10). This is a
very important truth for us to understand and digest.

Circumstances in our lives tend to determine how we feel on any given day. If we are having a
challenging day, we may find ourselves in an anxious or depressed state. If we are having a good day,
we will find ourselves in a happy state. But if we are always mindful of how much Jesus loves us,
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circumstances will never be able to take our joy from us—because God loves us, and we trust Him
to be with us in all our circumstances (verse 11). This knowledge gives us a joy that transcends all
understanding (see Philippians 4:7).

In verse 12, Jesus tells us to love others the way He has loved us. Jesus loved us so much that He
gave His life for us. As followers of Jesus Christ, we must also practice sacrificial love. We may nort
have to die for anyone, but we must be willing to bless others with what God has blessed us with. Tf
we walk daily with Jesus Christ, then we will be able to walk in joy, regardless of the circumstances.

& What Do You Think? How can you exemplify sacrificial love to those who are less
fortunate than you without using money? How do you exemplify sacrificial love to someone who has
disappoeinted you?

Love Each Other (John 15:13-17)
KJV

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have
called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my
name, he may give it you.

17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.

NIV

13 “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

14 “You are my friends if you do what I command.

15 “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead,
I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
16 “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.

17 “This is my command: Love each other.”

You do not have to question the friendship of someone who is willing to die for you. No one can
love you more than that (verse 13). To be willing to die for someone shows explicitly the magnitude
of one’s love. Jesus was telling His disciples that He loves them enough to die for them, and all they
have to do is to obey His message (verse 14). In fact, their obeying Him would show that they are
His friends. Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, so He should call us servants. But Jesus wanted the
disciples to understand that He would not refer to them as servants any longer, because He had told
them what He was doing. A master does not tell a servant what he is doing (verse 15). Being the
Creator, God can make His creation do anything He wants it to do. However, Jesus asks us to obey
Him because we have become His friends, not just His servants.
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He has chosen us to be His friends. We did not choose Him (verse 16). Jesus made the choice to
love us enough to die for us and give us eternal life. He also loved us enough to allow us to have free
will. This free will allows us the freedom to accept or reject His offer. Because we Christians choose
to follow Jesus, He tells all disciples that His Father will always be there for us. Whatever we ask the
Father in His name, He will do it for us. Finally, and very importantly, we must love one another as
Jesus has commanded us (verse 17).

QWhﬂf Do You Think? wouid you as a follower of Jesus allow someone’s negative

behavior toward you to determine whether you will love him or her?

Your Life

We as believers know that there are some areas in our lives that need pruning. Therefore, we
must strive to grow in faith by staying connected to Jesus, thereby glorifying God with the way we
live our lives.

Your World!

In today’s society, many people leave their cellphones connected to the power source until cheir
batteries are charged to 100 percent. As believers, we should stay connected to our Power Source so
that we are 100 percent spiritually charged.

m CiOSin Pra €I Dear Lord, please help us to stay connected to You so that we might love
P P ¥ 8

others as You love us. In Your Son Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, November 9 “An Example of Faith and Obedience” (1 Thessalonians 2:1-10)

TUESDAY, November 10 “Then Darkness, Now Light” (Ephesians 5:8-16)
WEDNESDAY, November 11 “Live by the Light” (John 3:16-21)
THURSDAY, November 12 “Children of God Love One Another” (1 John 2:28-3:10)
FRIDAY, November 13 “Walking Faithfully in the Truth” (3 John 1-4)
SATURDAY, November 14 “Imitate What Is Good, Not Evil” (3John9-12)

SUNDAY, November 15 “Believe Jesus Christ; Love One Another” (1John 3:11-24)
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