LESSON 6

October 11, 2020

Unit II: Inclusive Love

Overcoming Self-interest

DEVOTIONAL READING: Isaiah 1:12-17
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Luke 6:27-36

PRINT PASSAGE: Luke 6:27-36

Key Verses—! say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,
; bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.
(Luke 6:27-28, KJV)

“To you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” (Luke 6:27-28, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

- Explore Jesus’ teaching about what it means to love our enemies.

= Reflect on times when you felt hate toward others and were hated by others.
« Engage in ways to love your enemies.

*Key Terms

Enemies (verse 27)—Greek: echthros (ech-thros’): those who are hostile.
Love (verse 32)—Greck: agapao (ag-ap-ah’-0): to love, feel affection toward.
Reward (verse 35)—Greek: misthos (mis-thos’): pay; wages; recompense.

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Life Happens

Bob has been mistreated by a few collaborative partners within the community. They have slan-
dered him publicly, causing others to question his abilities and skills. Clearly, Bob does not see this
as “business as usual,” but as a violation and attack on his character.

Abruptly one day, Bob felt the need to pray for those who smeared his name in the mud. He had
been trying to fight fire with fire, but that was not working. Thus, he felt compelled to call upon the
name of Jesus, praying and praising.

Believing that God is able to do all things, Bob is in a better place mentally and emotionally. He
has decided to focus his attention on God and rest his enemies at the Savior’s feet.
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Overview

Today’s lesson comes from the
gospel as recorded by Like, who was a
close friend of Paul's. In €olossians 4:14,
Paulirefers to/him as “the beloved physi-
cian.” Luke’s orderly account of the life
of Christ was indicative of his medical
mind and his tendency to be detailed.
Luke’s history of Jesus! life' emphasized
His ministering to and compassion for
woemen, children, Gentiles, Samaritans,
tax collectors, sinners, and all others
considered tol be outcasts inlIsrael. This
behavior caused Jesus torbe unaccept-
ed by the Pharisees because He did not
fitinte their religious system. They would
not'acecept the ideal of this Jesus being
the Messiah.

Jesus was not only an enemy of
the Pharisees. In fact, His earliest ene-
my Was! Herod the Great, kingl of Judea.
Herod was the king when Jesus was
borniin Bethlehem: His popularity among
Jewish people was increasing, and this
upset the Pharisees because their popu-
larityiwas probably in decline. Finally, the
Romans also became enemies through
Pontius Pilate and his sentence of cruci-
fixion!(biblicaljesus.org).

We' begin today’s lessonl in Luke
6:27-36, in which Jesus instructs us to
love peopleiwho want tolhurt Us.

Questions

1. Describe your feelings when your enemies wreak
havoc on your life. Do you pray for them? Why or
why not?

2. Once you have decided to pray, do you feel relieved
knowing that God is in control, or do you seek
control of the matter again?

3. How can prayer help you mentally, physically, and
emortionally?

COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLICAL
TEXT

Love Your Enemies (Luke 6:27-30)
KJV

27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies,
do good to them which hate you,

28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you.

29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek
offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak
forbid not to take thy coat also.

30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him
that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

NIV

27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your
enemies, do good to those who hate you,

28 “bless those who curse you, pray for those who
mistreat you.

29 “If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them

the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them.
30 “Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it

back.”

In verse 27, Jesus introduced a radical new concept: love your enemies. It is very easy for us to
love those who love us, leading to their being kind to us. This will usually cause us to reciprocate
by returning this love and kindness. It is quite difficult to love those who hate us and consequently
treat us accordingly. Jesus is not only suggesting that we love these people but that we show kind-
ness to them. This concept could be very difficult for many people to digest. However, Jesus was
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not talking about having affection for enemies but acting in their best interest. We can pray for
them, and we can think of ways to help them. We should treat others the way we want to be
treated, even our enemies.

Always have a kind word, not because someone had a kind word for you bur because of your
desire to do God’s will. Jesus teaches that if someone gives you a hard time, you should not use your
energy in negative ways toward them, but you should pray for them instead (verse 28). If someone
takes unfair advantage of you, use this occasion to implement Jesus’ concept of loving your enemy by
not practicing “tit for rat.” Romans 12:19 reminds us that we do not have to repay, because God will
repay. We should leave it to God to handle any and all insults. Verse 29 may be a hard admonition to
digest. The idea is that we show ourselves to be non-retribution-prone. We must show people by our
positive actions that no matter what, we wish them no harm; in fact, we would want to assist them
by attempting to meet their needs (verse 30).

QWE‘E at Do You Think? sesustells us to love our enemies. Could you trust God enough
to offer your love and understanding tc someone who has been responsible for your personal loss, no
matter what that loss encompassed?

Do Good Things for Others (Luke 6:31-33)
KJV

31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.

32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love
them.

33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even
the same.

NIV

31 “Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love
them.

33 “And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do
that.”

As believers, we must be willing to do what is suggested in verse 31—do unto others what you
would want them to do unto you. As Christians, we must be an example of how to behave toward
others by treating everyone in a manner in which we would want to be treated. People should always
see God in how we live our lives. One of the greatest commandments is to love your neighbor, not
because they baked you an apple pie but because God loves you. In verse 32, the question is asked
about the ease of loving someone who loves you. Jesus asked why we should get credit for this, be-
cause even sinners do that. As Christians, we should live our lives in a manner that represents God in
all that we do. Jesus pointed out that even sinners love those people who love them. How believers
live their lives should cause nonbelievers to want to know their God.
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Believers do not get credit for loving those who are easy to love (verse 33). If you only help oth-
ers because they helped you, is that any better than how the unsaved behave? What if God only loved
those who loved Him, or loved only those who are easy to love or because they live a sinless life? If
we only help others because of what we can get, can we call that love? Everything we have is because
God loves us unconditionally, and He wants us not only to love Him, but also to love others as we
love ourselves.

QWha't DoYou Think? Every day, on your way to lunch, you give a homeless gentleman
money for food. One day as you're leaving work, you see this gentleman sharing a beer with another
seemingly homeless gentleman. Do you give him money for food the next time you see him? Explain
your answer.

Should You Get Credit? (Luke 6:34-36)
KJV

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend
to sinners, to receive as much again.

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward
shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and
to the evil.

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is mercifual.

NIV

34 “And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.

35 “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything
back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is
kind to the ungrateful and wicked.

36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

It is so casy to be good to someone who has been good to you. In verse 34, Jesus says that even
sinners will behave kindly to someone who has treated them kindly. If you only love those who are
lovable, are you truly loving your neighbor in the way that Jesus said you should love them? Jesus
pointed out that God will not praise you for only doing good things to people who do good things
for you. We are told that even bad people will lend things to people who would repay them. When
you see someone in need you should be willing to help them, whether he or she can reciprocate or
not. God blesses you so that you might be a blessing to others. If you allow your light to shine then
others might give glory to God (see Matthew 5:16).

We are to love our enemies and do good to them, even lend to them without expecting anything
in return—because our ultimate reward will come from our Father in heaven (verse 35). We cannot
always wait for others to ask for help—we must be willing to take the initative to help meet the
specific needs of others. It’s easy to do for those who are grateful, but what about those who are not?
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When we do for others it should be out of our love for God. We should give as though we are giving
to God. Itis emphasized in verse 36 that we are to be merciful just as our heavenly Father is merciful.

QWhat Do You Think? rorthe past three years you have joined other believers to serve
Thanksgiving dinner to those who are less fortunate, and many of the recipients have never said
“Thank you” as they were being served. Do you stop wasting your time serving ungrateful people, or
do you continue to serve them with a smile? Explain.

Your Life

As believers, we must learn to love others enough to love them even when we don’t agree with
whart they do or say. We must always be willing to love others the way God loves us, no matter how
they behave toward us.

Your World!

In today’s world, it seems that many people react to the evil acts of others with animosiry. But,
as today’s lesson reminds us, as believers we should seek peace and learn to love others, regardless of
how they might treat us. This kind of behavior is pleasing to God.

m CIGSing P&‘ayei‘ Dear Lord, thank You for loving us even when we don’t deserve Your
love. Help us always to pray for those who show love for us and those who do not show love for us.
In Your Son Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, October 12 “Help Your Neighbor in Need” {Deuteronomy 15:7-11) ’

TUESDAY, October 13 “Love God and Brothers and Sisters” (1 John 4:16b-21) :
WEDNESDAY, October 14 “Adopt the First Commandments” (Mark 12:28-34) ;
THURSDAY, October 15  “Jesus Accepts Thanks from Healed Samaritan” (Luke 17:11-19) ;
FRIDAY, October 16 “Samaritan Village Refuses to Welcome Jesus”  (Luke 9:51-56) i
SATURDAY, October 17 “Jesus Offers a Samaritan Woman Living Water” (John 4:1-15) i
SUNDAY, October 18 “Follow the Samaritan’s Example” (Luke 10:25-37)
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