Charles and his dad parked down the
street and began walking toward the
homesite. This was the first day of a
weeklong service project for his youth
__——~ group. They were building a home for a
family that was having some financial
struggles. Charles was excited, but
' nervous—he wasn’t really sure what to
*@ﬂ c& expect. Apparently, Charles’s dad, Lou,
e_ could tell something was bothering his son.
“Hey, Charles, how are you feeling?” he asked.

“I'm good, just a little nervous.”

“Well, | think | have something that will help with those nerves,” Lou
responded. Charles had no clue what his dad was talking about. As they
got closer to the homesite, they saw a group of people already waiting.
Charles didn’t see any of his friends, but his dad recognized someone.

“Is that you, Clifton?” Lou shouted as they got closer. One of the
men turned around and Charles immediately recognized him. It was
Eugene Clifton, the founder and CEO of the top media and technology
company in the region. He started the company from his dorm room in
college, and now it made the most innovative products on the market.

“Dad, you know Eugene Clifton?” Charles asked in shock.

“Yeah, we are fraternity brothers,” Lou said. When they finally
walked onto the homesite, Charles got to meet and talk with Eugene.

“Mr. Clifton, it's a pleasure to meet you! | follow your company and
all your products!” Charles said.

“Thanks, Charles, that means a lot,” Eugene responded.

“I was just wondering what you are doing here about to build a
house when you run such a huge business?” Charles asked.

“Well, one of the values of my company is serving others. That's
what inspires all the products we make. My mother always taught me the
power of giving back, so | brought my kids out here today so that | could
be an example to them,” Eugene explained.

What kind of impact do you think meeting Eugene Clifton had on
Charles’s attitude about the importance of volunteering?
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1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus
knew that the hour had come for him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them
to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress,
and the devil had already prompted Judas, the
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus
knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said
to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what |
am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,”
said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no part
with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied,
“not just my feet but my hands and my head as
welll” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had
a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole
body is clean. And you are clean, though not
every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going
to betray him, and that was why he said not every
one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing
their feet, he put on his clothes and returned
to his place. “Do you understand what | have
done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is
what | am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet. 15 | have set you an example that
you should do as | have done for you.

34 “A new command | give you: Love one
another. As | have loved you, so you must love one
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.”

38 / Bible Studies for High School Students

Intersect

John 13 begins Jesus’ farewell discourse—His
final teachings to the disciples before His death at
Calvary. However, before Jesus began talking, He
performed an act of love toward His disciples that said
more than words could ever express. Jesus washed His
disciples’ feet. Foot washing was a common practice
in ancient times. It was necessary because the people
of Palestine walked along dusty roads with sandals
and no socks, but most people had te wash their own
feet. When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, it was a
lesson on His approach to ministry and direction for
how they should serve others. The disciples regarded
Jesus as their master and leader. In their minds, if
anyone should have been receiving a foot washing, it
was Jesus. But Jesus” action shows that He' is not just
a leader, but a servant. John 13:15 states that Jesus
did it to demonstrate that loving one another includes
serving one another. Jesus knew He would soon
face death and wanted to leave His followers with a
memorable momenttakeep their minds focused onthe
most important aspect of ministry—service. As Jesus
says, ‘servants are not greater than their masters, nor
are messengers greater than the one who sent them?”
(see John 13:16). Jesus passes this assignment from
His master to them and reminds them to serve others
in love.

Inside

Jesus reminds us that the heart of ministry and the
Gospel is to show the love of God through humble
service. No matter how gifted, how famous, or how
important persons consider themselves to be, he or she
never rises above God’s call to serve others. Those who
are uninterested or unwilling to serve everyday people
will never be great in God’s kingdom. When Jesus
wrapped a towel and kneeled to wash the disciples’
feet, He was teaching the important lesson that true
greatness is best seen in a willingness to serve others.




Many people dream of living a life that would
provide them with servants to do all the
things they want them to do. Being served
by others is considered by many as a sign of
success and importance. How great would it
be to have a personal assistant to manage our
responsibilities or a personal chef to cook our
favorite meals? However, even in the pursuit
of a comfortable lifestyle, one should never
ignore the responsibility and opportunity to

serve others.
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As we grow older, our understanding of love
grows as well. We learn that real love involves
more than giving material possessions or feeling
sensations like butterflies in the stomach. The
love Jesus demonstrates and looks for is the
willingness to humble oneself, giving up the
passion for personal greatness in exchange for
the joy of serving others without expectation of
recognition.
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Stepping Out!

This week, take a page from Jesus’ book and make
a serious effort to perform a selfless act of service
for someone in your family or community. There
are opportunities to express the love of God almost
everywhere you turn. Maybe you could rake fallen leaves
for some of the elderly people in your neighborhood or
handwash your parents’ car. You will be blessed through
the serving as much as you will be a blessing!

Media Mission

Celebrities always seem to have semeone tending to
their needs. But many of these wealthy celebrities
give back to their communities in service as well.
Do some research on celebrities that give back. You
might be surprised to find out what many celebrities
do that does not always get noticed.
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