LESSON 4
September 27, 2020 |

Unit I: Strﬁggles with Love
Love Prevails over All

DEVOTIONAL READING: John 14:1-14

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Genesis 43; 45:1-15
PRINT PASSAGE: Genesis 45:1-8, 10-15

Key Verse_Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me
hither:for God did send me before you to preserve life. (Genesis 45:5, KJV)

“Now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for sell-
ing me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.”

(Genesis 45:5, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

« Understand how Joseph viewed his past mistreatment at the hands of his brothers.

» Recognize how God might be at work in your difficult circumstances.

- Respond to mistreatment not with vengeance but with creative, transforming initiatives.

*Key Terms
Goshen (verse 10)—Hebrew: Goshen (go’-shen): a district in Egypt east of the lower Nile.

Remnant (verse 7)—Hebrew: sheerith (sheh-ay-reeth’): a residue, remainder; “posterity”

(KJV).
Sent (verse 5)—Hebrew: shalach (shaw-lakh’): directed; dispatched; “did send” (KJV).

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Introduction

“In the good and in the bad; whether happy, whether sad; love never dies, love never
dies.” These lyrics are from an opus by the “Tommies,” aka the Thompson Community
Singers of Chicago (2019). These lyrics’ foundation is 1 Corinthians 13, Paul’s exposition
of love as the greatest of all lasting spiritual virtues. The endurance of love—God’s self-sac-
rificing, selfless love—is its foundation. The supreme example of His love was the sacrifice
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The Biblical Context

In Genesis 42, Joseph has a face-to-face
confrontation with his estranged broth-
ers. About twenty years have passed
and although he immediately recognized
them, he harshly accused them of being
spies, in order to test them to see if they
had changed. After imprisoning his broth-
ers for three days, Joseph tested their
alleged truthfulness by demanding that
they bring their youngest brother, Benja-
min, back to him while he held Simeon as
a hostage. The series of events that fol-
lowed this initial encounter included tests
of their personal honesty, integrity, loyalty
to their family, and love for their aged fa-
ther, Jacob (Genesis 43-44). Joseph fi-
nally revealed himself to his brothers after
they successfully passed those tests. He
then sought to reconcile with and reunite

of His Son, Jesus Christ, to secure everlasting life for
all who accept His finished work by faith (see John
3:16). Amazingly, He demonstrated this prevailing
love for humankind while we were still sinners (see
Romans 5:6). In Christ’s farewell discourse to His
disciples, He commanded that they love each other as
He had loved them as proof of their discipleship (see
John 13:35).

Love will prevail over all, but only in and through
lives that are intimately related to Him and submis-
sive to the Holy Spirit. Joseph, as a type of Christ,
emerges as an extraordinary example of enduring
love for others, especially those who intentionally
sought his destruction—his brothers.

ANALYSIS OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT
Love Reveals ltself (Genesis 45:1-8)

KJV

his family (Genesis 45). -

THEN JOSEPH could not refrain himself be-
fore all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me.
And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his
brethren.

2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his
brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came
near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither:
for God did send me before you to preserve life.

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years,
in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save
your lives by a great deliverance.

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a fa-
ther to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of

Egypt.
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NIV

THEN JOSEPH could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he
cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when
he made himself known to his brothers.

2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard
about it.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers
were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he
said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!

5 “And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me
here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

6 “For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years
there will be no plowing and reaping.

7 “But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save
your lives by a great deliverance.

8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh,

lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.”

These brothers standing in Joseph’s presence this time had undergone positive character
transformations. Judah’s impassioned and selfless plea for the welfare of their father, Jacob,
and brother Benjamin proved his and their loyalty and love for the family. Judah and his
brothers were willing to sacrifice themselves for Benjamin, even if it meant enslavement.
Now Joseph knew that God’s power had made a change in their lives and he was now ready
to reveal himself to them. Overcome by emotion, sobbing loudly enough for those in the
adjoining room to hear (verses 1-2), Joseph said, “I am Joseph” (verse 3a). His revelation
was tempered with tenderness as he inquired about their father and whether or not he
was still alive (verse 3b). They stood face-to-face with the one they had treated so harshly,
threatened to kill, and finally sold into slavery about twenty-three years earlier. Naturally,
they were stunned and speechless and feared for their lives (verse 3c). Joseph called them
closer and repeated who he was and explained that it was not they but God who had sover-
eignly brought him to Egypt for the purpose of saving the lives of many people, including
their families’ (verses 4-7). He further explained that it was God who had exalted him to
this position in Egypt and gave him the wisdom and authority needed to accomplish this
God-ordained task (verse 8). It must be acknowledged that the sovereignty, power, and
faithfulness of God were at work on behalf of Abraham’s descendants.

It was God’s sovereign will to choose Joseph as His instrument of deliverance and His

power that would bring it to pass. God revealed His love for His people through Joseph and
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His faithfulness to His covenant with them. Joseph demonstrated God’s love through his im-
passioned forgiveness of his brothers and his compassion for them and their father’s welfare.
Love prevailed to unite a broken family relationship because one man, Joseph, allowed him-
self to be transformed by God’s power and grace. Love also revealed itself to us when Christ
gave His life for those who were His Father’s enemies because of sin (see John 15:13).
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& What Do You Think? How does Romans 8:28 relate to Joseph’s and his broth-
ers’ experiences in Egypt?

Love Prevails (Genesis 45:10-15)

KJV

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Gosben, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou,
and thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all
that thou hast:

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and
thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.

12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my
mouth that speaketh unto you.

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and
ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.

14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon
his neck.

15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his breth-
ren talked with him.

NIV

10 ““You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and
grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have.

11 ““Iwill provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise
you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’

12 “You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is reaily I who
am speaking to you.

13 “Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you
have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.”

14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin
embraced him, weeping. _

15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked

with him.
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The verses in this section give life to 1 Corinthians 13:7-8a. Joseph—still speaking to
his stunned, speechless brothers after his emotional revelation of his identity—instructed
them to return to Canaan and bring their father to Egypt (verse 9, Background Scripture).
Verse 10 fulfills God’s revelation to Abraham that his descendants would live in a foreign
land (see Genesis 15:13-16). Goshen was a fertile area in the Nile Delta. Once settled there,
Joseph promised to provide for them during the remaining five years of famine (verse 11).
Joseph was concerned about his family and wanted them to know that he was alive, speak-
ing to them in the flesh, and had the power and authority to bring to pass all he had prom-
ised to do on their behalf (verses 12-13). His brotherly love for them and forgiveness was
physically shown as he embraced and kissed all of them (verses 14-15). Picture this man
walking over and kissing his brother Benjamin and then embracing and kissing each of his
other brothers, who had expressed their hatred for him by plotting his death. What love!

Love prevailed to unite Joseph’s family’s broken fellowship because he epitomized Paul’s
description of genuine selfless love: “It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:7-8a, NIV). Love will prevail because its
source is eternal and will be visible in the lives of all who are in an intimate, obedient rela-
tionship with God. The community of faith is challenged to allow love to prevail internally
and externally. As God’s representatives in a hurting world and among rebellious human-
kind, we must give life to God’s commands to love all of humankind: "And the second is
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39, NIV; see also Romans 12:9;
Ephesians 4:31-32).

Wh at Do You Think? what evidence exists that love does not fully prevail among
the community of faith?

A Closing Thought

Abraham’s immediate family and their descendants were splintered by parental favorit-
ism and sibling rivalry—a reality that damaged their internal family relationships. Because
of God’s faithfulness to His covenant with Abraham, He chose one (Joseph) through whom
His love could be demonstrated and restored fellowship among them so that His will could
be accomplished through them. God’s love will always prevail where there are those who
allow themselves to be transformed by His grace.

Your Life

Think about your relationships with others this week (e.g., family, employer/
employee, church family). Is there someone you have not forgiven or who has not
forgiven you? Seek to allow God’s love to prevail in your relationships with others this
week by taking the first step toward reconciliation.
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Your World!

Note these lyrics from a 1960s popular song: “What the world needs now is love, sweet
love; it’s the only thing that there’s just too little of.” A truer description of the world we live
in today cannot be given. Yet, the community of faith is challenged to allow God’s com-
mand to love to control its attitudes toward each other and others without dissimilation.
How will you allow God to use you to let love prevail in your sphere of influence this week?

@ @U@Smg Prayer Father, You have commanded us to allow Your love to prevail in
our relationships with one another. Forgive us for failing You in this area of our lives.
Help us make loving others our priority so that they will be drawn to You for Your glory.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Conclusion
(Preparing for Next Week’s Lesson)

Among God’s most precious blessings is that of genuine friendship. What makes a
true friend? In next week’s lesson, we will study a powerful example of a true friendship
in action.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, September 28 “Timothy, My Brother and Co-worker"” (1 Thessalonians 3:1-6)
TUESDAY, September 29 “David Slays a Philistine with a Stone” (1 Samuel 17:41-51)
WEDNESDAY, September 30  “David and Jonathan Bond Together” (1 Samuel 18:1-5)
THURSDAY, October 1 “Saul Is Jealous of and Fears David” (1 Samuel 18:12-18)
FRIDAY, October 2 “Jonathan Asserts David as the Next King” (1 Samuel 23:14-18)
SATURDAY, October 3 “David Provides for Jonathan’s (2 Samuel 9:1-10a)
Son Mephibosheth”
SUNDAY, October 4 “Saul Promises to Preserve David's Life” (1 Samuel 19:1-7)
Notes
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