Unit I. Struggles with Love
L4 / September 27, 2020

When It Seems like God’s Plan
Takes a Detour

Background Scriptures: Genesis 43; 45:1-15 « Print Passage: Genesis 45:1-8, 10-15
. KEY VERSE: “Now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here,
because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.” (Genesis 45:5)

This year, Danielle
made a goal to excel on
the school’s volleyball
team. During the sev-
enth grade, Danielle
was on the team, but
she never started or got
much playing time. This year, she
wants to improve and show her coach
that she can be a star player. Danielle
gives her all at every practice, but do-
ing the required running and condi-
tioning drills is still a struggle for her.

Danielle decided to talk to her
coach about how she was feeling.

After listening to Danielle, the
coach said, “Well, I could not ask
for a better player on my team. You
work hard. You care about your
teammates and I can tell you really
like the sport. Honestly, though,
you probably will not start again
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this year, but you will get
some playing time and be
rewarded for your effort.”
After talking to the coach,
Danielle was disappointed.
She realized it would take
her a long time to become a
high-performing player.

That night, Danielle
spoke to her mother about
the volleyball situation.
Danielle’s mother encour-
aged her to pray and ask
God to show her where she could
make a difference and still be more
involved at her school. The next day,
the volleyball coach stopped Danielle
in the hall.

The coach said, “Danielle, I am
happy you are on the team, but I
was wondering, would you ever be
interested in being the team manager?

Genesis 45:1-8, 10-15
1 Then Joseph could no lenger control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone [eave
my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so

I am looking for an assistant. Danielle
was immediately excited about the
offer—she felt it was a perfect fit.
She really liked organizing things,
and although she was not a top
player, all the players liked her and
appreciated her enthusiasm. Danielle
was so thankful that God worked out
a difficult situation for the good of
everyone involved.

WORD LIP loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I

am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified
at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “| am your brother Joseph,
the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was fo
save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will
be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great
deliverance. 8 So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire househeld and ruler
of all Egypt.”

10 ““You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you
have. 11 1 will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who be-
long to you will become destitute.’ 12 You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really | who am speaking
to you. 13 Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here
quickly.” 14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 15 And he kissed all
his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him.
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Last week’s lesson discussed
how Joseph was reconnected
with his brothers after being
separated from them for
approximately twenty years. In
today’s lesson, now a leader in
Egypt, Joseph is positioned to
help his family during the time
of famine. The brothers are
returning from Canaan with the
youngest brother, Benjamin,
just as Joseph told them to
do during their first visit. The
brothers are not sure why
Joseph wants to see Benjamin,
but they believe their survival
and ability to buy precious
grain is dependent upon doing
exactly as Joseph instructed.
Benjamin was Joseph’s full
brother—meaning they had
the same mother and the same

father. It is for this reason
that Joseph wanted
to see Benjamin, but
the brothers would not B
know this until Joseph N
had revealed his full |

identity to them.

When the time came for
Joseph to reveal who
he was to his brothers,
he sent all his servants away so
he could be alone with them.
Joseph told his brothers who
he was, and of course, they
were stunned by the news. Jo-
seph compelled the brothers to
not be angry with themselves
for what they had done to him
years ago. Joseph understood
that his experiences in Egypt
were part of God’s divine

plan to preserve their lives
and save Egypt. Despite
the pain of the past, Jo-
seph was happy to be
in a position to help his

family. Joseph kissed

and cried over each of

his brothers. They were
reunited at last!

Perhaps Joseph delayed revealing his iden-
tity to his brothers so that he could deter-
mine how much they had changed since the
dayswhen they mistreated him. The brothers
proved they were ethical men and Joseph
could tell they had changed for the better.
Joseph was willing to forgive his brothers and
acknowledge how God had protected him in
every situation. Although he held them ac-
countable for what they did, Joseph refused
to hate his brothers for the trials he experi-
enced. Christians should always remember
'\ that negative situations ean turn to positive
""‘-sntuatlons when God is mvolved
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Joseph's brothers’ jealousy led them to sell Joseph to slave traders when
he was a young boy. The brothers thought they would be rid of Joseph for
good. But God had a divine plan that would ultimately save Joseph's fam-
ily and all of Egypt. Because of severe mistreatment from his brothers,

Joseph had every right to despise his brothers because they intentionally
mistreated him and separated him from his family. God used the brothers’
evil actions to place Joseph in Egypt in accordance with His divine plan.

Are you  disappointed when -

Sometimes, you may be famsed
ona goal that is not a part of God’s
plan for you. Pray and ask God to
show you His plan for your life. Trust
that God will answer, and when He
does, follow His plan.
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This week, think about the last time someone did something to intentionally
or unintentionally disrespect or harm you in socme way. How did you respond?
Think about how you can best handle situations when you feel mistreated
or unfairly judged. Research Scriptures that examine how Christians should
respond when dealing with their enemies. Challenge yourself to find at least
three Scriptures on this topic. Be prepared to share your findings with the
class next week.
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My God has given everyone talents and gifts according to His will. Some people know right away what their
\ talents and gifts are, while others take longer to figure it out. Create a “Dream List.” Make a list of jobs and

! experiences you would do if given the opportunity. Review the list and look for patterns that reveal your
interests, talents, and gifts. Share your list with your classmates.
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point for discovering your likes, interests, and preferences, as related to future career ambitions. Take the quick
quiz to find your career cluster—which are jobs you would likely enjoy based on your skills and interests.
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