LESSON 2
September 13, 2020

Unit I Strugéles with Love
Love versus Bitterness

DEVOTIONAL READING: 1 Peter 5:5b-11
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Genesis 41:14-57

PRINT PASSAGE: Genesis 41:25-33, 37-40, 50-52

Kev Ver _Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all
y 63 is, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: thou shalt be over
my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled:

only in the throne will I be greater than thou. (Genesis 41:39-40, KJV)
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Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you,
there is no one so discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of
my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with
respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”

(Genesis 41:39-40, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

- Discover how Joseph’s love for God and faithfulness helped him find success in Egypt.

» Aspire to remain steadfast in love and obedience to God when facing extreme hardships.
- Celebrate God’s providential care in times of suffering.

*Key Terms

Famine (verse 27)—Hebrew: raab (raw-awb’): hunger.

In charge (verse 40)—Hebrew: a/ (al): upon; “be over” (KJV); above.
Wise (verse 33)—Hebrew: chakam (khaw-kawm’): skilled; wise.

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)
Introduction

Difficulties and mistreatment can cause hurt, resentment, and bitterness to crowd out
feelings of forgiveness and love in one’s life. God, however, can use difficult circumstances |
and even the evil deeds of others as channels to strengthen our faith and use us to be |
blessings to others. Joseph was sold and enslaved in Egypt because of the loss of love
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The Biblical Context

When we get to Genesis 41, several events
have occurred in Joseph’s life. He was pur-
chased by Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s
guard (Genesis 39:1); was blessed and be-
came the source of blessing for his master’s
home (Genesis 39:2-6); resisted the inces-
sant temptation of Potiphar’s wife (Genesis
39:7-16); was unjustly imprisoned because
of her false accusations (Genesis 39:17-20);
and exemplified a positive spirit and contin-
ued to mature under God’s care and favor.
Genesis 40 explains God-ordained events
that would later result in Joseph's release
from prison and his subseqguent elevation
10 a place of prominence in the political are-
na of Egypt (Genesis 41). His dreams were
the proverbial straw that broke the camel’s
back in his relationship with his family. Now,
the purpose of his dreams was fulfilled in
his rise to a place of power in Egypt and
being instrumental in the future salvation of
God’s chosen pecple (Israel) through him.

>

between his brothers and him. His youthful, im-
mature arrogance escalated his family’s dysfunc-
tional relationship, but God’s plan for his life and
destiny were at work for his good and those of his
family’s and the families in the East in the days to
come. Adversity produced maturity and prosper-
ity in Joseph’s life and his relationship with God
(see Genesis 39:2-3). Joseph’s previous focus on self
was replaced with compassion for the needs of oth-
ers, even those who schemed against him or forgot
what he had done for them. God’s love’s working
through Joseph replaced any bitterness he may
have felt as God worked through and with him in
Egypt. Joseph has been identified as a type of Christ
and is an example of our Lord, who prayed for the
forgiveness of those who were crucifying Him on
the Cross. When it is love versus bitterness because
of the unfair and evil actions of others, love always
wins when there is an intimate and obedient rela-
tionship with Christ.

ANALYSIS OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT

Divine Revelation (Genesis 41.25-33)

KJV

25 And Joseph said unto Pharach, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed
Pharaoh what he is about to do.

26 'The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the
dream is one.
27 And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years;
and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine.

28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharach: What God is about to do he
sheweth unto Pharaoh.

29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt:
30 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be
forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;

31 And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine following;
for it shall be very grievous.
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32 And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is
established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.
33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out 2 man discreet and wise, and set him over the

land of Egypt.

NIV

25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God
has revealed to Pharach what he is about to do.

26 “The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven
years; it is one and the same dream.

27 “The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the
seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind: They are seven years of
famine.

28 “It is just as I said to Pharach: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.
29 “Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt,

30 “but seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will
be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land.

31 “The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that
follows it will be so severe.

32 “The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has
been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.

33 “And now let Pharach look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge
of the land of Egypt.”

God has a unique way of orchestrating the steps of those He chooses to join Him in His
plan and mission in the world. The Joseph that stood before the highest-ranking official in
ancient Egypt did not have any idea of why God used dreams in his life to get him where he
was now. He came to Egypt as “that dreamer” (Genesis 37:19); now he was the “interpreter
of dreams.” Two years after one of Pharaoh’s two imprisoned officials for whom Joseph
had interpreted dreams was restored to his position, Pharaoh had two troubling dreams.
His magicians and wise men were unable to interpret them (see Genesis 47:17-24). It was
then that this official, the cupbearer, remembered that Joseph had accurately interpreted
his dream. At his suggestion, after the magicians’ and wise men’s failure, Joseph was called
before Pharaoh and interpreted his dreams—but he made it clear that it was God and not
him nor the gods of Egypt who would provide the answer. This was indeed a change from
Joseph, the dreamer, to Joseph, the dependable interpreter of dreams.

As we know, the dreams were a prediction of seven years of plenty followed by seven
years of famine for Egypt (verses 25-31). Joseph impressed upon Pharaoh the certainty
of these events’ coming to pass and that God had shown Pharaoh what God was about
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to do (verse 32). To ease the turmoil that was undoubtedly going on in Pharaoh’s mind,
God gave Joseph the power and wisdom to provide good counsel to him (verse 33). Jo-
seph recommended that Pharaoh prepare for the years ahead by finding and appointing a
qualified administrator and set him in place as governor, second only to Pharaoh himself.
Note the change in Joseph’s attitude from boastful arrogance to total dependence on God
for direction, wisdom, discernment, and compassion for others. His focus was not on the
things that could have made him bitter but on how to be a blessing to those in need, even
his enemies. His troubles did not make him bitter; God used them to make him better. We
can do likewise when we allow God to transform us by His grace. Gaining spiritual under-
standing in order to discern God’s will is a necessary process that involves reliance on the
Holy Spirit, a vital prayer life, and knowing and obeying God’s Word. It may involve trying
situations and circumstances, but true spirituality requires productive struggle.

@What Do You Think? How can we remain open to receiving understanding
and insight like Joseph?

From Prison to the Palace (Genesis 41:37-40)

KJV

37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.
38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in
whom the Spirit of God is?

39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there
is none so discreet and wise as thou art:

40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be
ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou.

NIV

37 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials.

38 So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the
spirit of God?”

39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is
no one so discerning and wise as you.

40 “You shall be én charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your or-
ders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”

Those who humbly acknowledge God as the source of all things open themselves to be used
by Him to accomplish His will. Joseph attributed his ability to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams to
his God, the only true God. As a result, God used him by making his counsel wise, sound,
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forgotten by those he helped while imprisoned. Obviously, there was a sense of loneliness and
abandonment, but also anger and resentment toward those who had so callously mistreated
him. After all, he was human. Probably, there are few of us, if we are transparently honest, that
can truthfully say we have not initially experienced at least a tinge of bitterness and anger toward
those who have intentionally and unjustly mistreated us. However, God is able to reverse our
negative situations and has the power to replace bitterness with zgape love for our enemies. First,
He must mature us and often uses the very things that have embittered us as the tools to do so.
Josephs life experiences are a vivid example. After his elevation to prime minister of Egypt with
all the rights appertaining to that position, he was given public (through a name change) and
social (by marrying an Egyptian wife) acceptance among the Egyptians. Two sons were born to
him before the years of famine (verse 50). Their names represented a new outlook or attitude
about his former treatment. Through his son named Manasseh (literally, “forgetting,” verse 51),
he was expressing that God was helping him to forget the suffering and humiliation he had
endured at home and initially in Egypt. This forgetting was directly related to his relationship
with God because he was beginning to see things from God's perspective. The more intimate the
relationship with Him, the more life and its circumstances are seen as He sees them.

It is spiritually uncharacteristic, if not impossible, to walk with God and remain bitter
toward others at the same time. Joseph was also aware of the source of the blessings he was
receiving. He declared his thankfulness for his blessings by naming his second son Ephraim,
meaning “fruitful” (verse 52). He was enjoying an abundant life because of God’s sovereign
choice and his humble, dependent obedience to Him. Harboring bitterness does more to
damage the life of the one allowing it to remain and fester than those to whom it is directed.
When God is allowed to work through the life of the believer and His goodness is acknowl-

edged, His love can replace bitterness.

@What Do You Think? How do you openly declare your thankfulness for God’s
blessings?

w
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A Closing Thought

Mistreatment from others can make us bitter. However, as we mature in Christ and
recognize God’s hand in our circumstances, bitterness can be replaced with forgiveness and
love for those who have intentionally hurt us. When we submit to God’s authority over our
lives, He can abundantly bless us and use us to bless even our enemies.

Vaur | if
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If you have experienced hurt and anger because of what others have done to you, seek
the filling of the Holy Spirit and allow God to reveal His will for you. Often, He allows and

then uses adverse circumstances to mature us so He can use us to bless the lives of others.
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Your World!

Our world is characterized by hate and intentional acts of violence that cause people to
be bitter and angry. This week, spend time in prayer for God’s love to be demonstrated in
practical ways toward those suffering because of humankind’s inhumanity toward human-
kind. Choose to be His instrument to show how love and forgiveness supersede bitterness
and hate.

@ @U@S][@g Pr AYEer Dear God, forgive us for failing to show love instead of bitterness
toward those who have deliberately hurt us. Help us to show the love Your Son showed to-
ward those who crucified Him for our salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Conclusion
(Preparing for Next Week’s Lesson)

“Haunted by Shame?” is next week’s lesson (Genesis 42). We will explore Joseph’s and his
brother’s reactions to their meeting again after a period of about twenty years.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, September 14 “‘Have Mercy on Me, a Sinner’” (Psalm 51:1-12)
TUESDAY, September 15 “Pilate’s Judgment of Jesus: ‘Not Guilty’” (Luke 23:9-15)
WEDNESDAY, September 16 “Brothers Are Sent to Egypt to Buy Grain” (Genesis 42:1-5)
THURSDAY, September 17  “Joseph Returns Money with Grain” (Genesis 42:26-28)
FRIDAY, September 18 “Joseph Questions the Motives of His Brothers” (Genesis 42:29-34)
SATURDAY, September 19  “Jacob Vows Not to Send Benjamin” (Genesis 42:35-38)

SUNDAY, September 20 “Joseph Confronts His Brothers for Past Behavior” (Genesis 42:6-25)
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