KEY VERSE: [Jesus said,] “I
have set you an example that

you should do as | have done for
you.” (John 13:15)

Showing Love Gets Messy
Lesson Scripture: John 13:1-15, 34-35
God’s Word

1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress,
and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father
had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from
the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am
doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless
I wash you, you have no part with me.” @ “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and
my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was
why he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned
to his place. “Do you understand what | have done for you?" he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’
and rightly so, for that is what | am. 14 Now that |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should
wash one another’s feet. 15 | have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you.”

34 “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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Bible Story

Showing Love
Gets Messy

John 13:1-15, 34-35

In today’s Scripture text, it was almost time for
the Jewish Passover Feast. Jesus knew that it
was time for Him to leave this world and go back
to His Father in heaven. He also knew that the
devil had already persuaded Judas Iscariot to
turn against Him. While Jesus and the disciples
were eating, Jesus got up and wrapped a towel
around His waist. Next, He poured water into a
basin and began washing His disciples’ feet.

When Jesus got to Peter, Peter asked, “Lord, are
You going to wash my feet?” Jesus told him that
he did not understand what He was doing at that
time but that later he would. Peter protested
and said, “No! You will never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “If | don’t wash your feet, then
you are not one of My followers.” Peter replied,
“Lord, after You wash my feet, wash my hands
and my head too.” Jesus patiently explained to
Peter that if you have already taken a bath you
only need to have your feet washed to be clean.
He reminded Peter that the disciples were
clean, but not all of them. Jesus already knew
who would betray Him.

After Jesus washed their feet, He asked the
disciples if they understood what He had just
done. Jesus said, “I've given you an example
to follow. Love one another as | have loved you.
When you do this, everyone will know that you
are My disciples, if you love one another.”

Time to Serve
(Part 1)

Discovery. Middle Schoal was gearing up
for their canned food drive. The students and
teachers had a friendly competition: the class
with the most canned goods collected would
have a pizza party-

“Did you hear the announcement? We can
ask staff members that don’t have classrooms

to bring in canned goods. | wonder who we
could ask?” Kemyrah wondered.

“I bet Mr. Toms will help. But we need to
ask him before any other classes do,” Aayla
suggested.

“Do you really think the principal will help
us box up canned goods? He’s in charge of the
scheol. That’s not his job,” Kemyrah explained.

“The announcement said ANY staff
member, and Mr. Toms is an important member
of the staff,” Aalya commented.

“That’s true. Okay, let’s go see if he wants
ta help us out,” Kemyrah replied.

Exploring the Story
“ with Nicholas
and Cornelius

Hello, everyone! Nicholas and Cornelius here! In Jesus’
day, feet got dirty when people walked around because
they wore sandals. When they arrived at a home as guests,
the host provided water for them to wash their feet.
Sometimes, a servant would wash the guests’ feet for
them as a way to show hospitality on the part of the host.
Why was it such a surprise that Jesus took on the role of a
servant?
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Time to Serve
(Part 2)

“Mr. Toms, we are frying to collect and box
the most canned goods and wondeted if you would
help?” Kemyrah asked shyly.

“Certainly! You two' are the first to ask me,”
Mr. Toms responded.

“l almost didn’t. I'thought that since you were
the principal youwould say no,* Kemyrah admitted.

“If my students are invelved and serving,
| want to be invelved too. | want to be a principal
that leads the school by serving others,” Mr. Toms
explained.

“l'do see you around the school allot. | even
saw you shoveling snow ence,” Aaylainoted.

“We can all serve. Now let’s get busy counting
and boxing canned goods,” Mr. Toms said.

Exploring the Story
with Nicholas
and Cornelius

Washing someone’s feet was the job for the
lowest servants. Since Jesus was their teacher
and Lord, it felt strange to the disciples that He
would do the job of a servant. Sometimes, we
think people in authority should not

do certain jobs. That’s why Kemyrah
thought that as the principal, Mr.
Toms would not want to help. But
just like Mr. Toms said, “We lead
' » by serving others.” In

JQ the coming week, find
‘1? a way to serve!
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True or False®

Read each sentence that is related to today’s lesson. Circle T if the statement is true, or F if the
statement is false. Then on the lines provided, rewrite any false statements to make them true.

1. The disciples were eating their afternoon meal when Jesus washed their feet.

2. Peter was happy and excited that Jesus was going to wash his feet.

3. Jesus already knew that Judas would betray Him.

4. Jesus told His disciples to love one another.

5. Because Peter protested, Jesus did not wash his feet.

6. Washing someone’s feet is an act of humility.
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