LESSON 9

November 1, 2020

Unit III: Godly e among Believers
Upside-down Love

DEVOTIONAL READING: John 15:18-16:4a

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: John 13:1-35
PRINT PASSAGE: John 13:1-15, 34-35

Key Ve rse_I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. (John 13:15, KJV)

“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” (John 13:15, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:
«  Consider the significance of Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet.

o Repent of pride that has prevented your serving selflessly.

- Serve others as an expression of Christian love.

*Key Terms

Disciples (verse 35)—Greek: mathétés (math-ay-tes’): learners; pupils; persons who follow another.
Passover (verse 1)—Greek: pascha (pas’-khah): the Passover supper; a major springtime holiday ob-
served by Jewish people commemorating God’s delivering the Jewish people out of Egypt.

Wash (verse 5)—Greek: nipté (nip’-to): to clean; to wash.

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Life Happens

Mother Teresa said, “Humility is the mother of all virtues; purity, charity, and obedience. It is in
being humble that our love becomes real, devoted, and ardent.”

There is humility and love in serving others. Examples have been provided through the ages—
with Jesus’ washing the feet of His disciples, Martin Luther King Jr. with the Civil Rights Move-
ment, and others. They have inspired folks like Don, who is an advocate for social capital and
emphasizes equity in his community; Linda, who helped served meals at a soup kitchen and initially
saw a greater need to raise millions of dollars to support homelessness; and Michelle, whose son was
diagnosed with ADHD and dyslexia, and who decided to become Orton Gillingham-certified so
that she could support students (and their families) with a similar diagnosis.

What an awesome testimony of serving others! How will you get involved in things that macter
to you?
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?Iuestions

Who has inspired you to serve and in what ways
do you serve others?

Overview:

In' Jehn's gospel, the writer John 2. Why do you serve?
gives a conclusive demonstration of who 3. How can you get others to serve alongside you?
Jesus is. He makes! it clear that Jesus is
not just a man—He is the Sonl of God— COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLICAL
and' all whe would believe in Him would TEXT

have everlasting|life.

Initoday’s lesson, we will look at how: & =
Jesus spent His last hours celebrating the He WaShed The;r FQEt (‘]Ohn 137 5)
Passover with His disciples and teaching
them how to be senvant leaders. KJV

NOW BEFORE the feast of the passover, when Jesus
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of
this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.
2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s somn,
to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from
God, and went to God;

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.

5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them
with the towel wherewith he was girded.

NIV

IT WAS just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon
Iscariot, to betray Jesus.

3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God
and was returning to God;

4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist,
5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with
the towel that was wrapped around him.

Jesus knew thar the time had come for Him to return home to His Father (verse 1). He also
knew that His disciples did not “get it"—in terms of what His ministry was all about. One of them
would deny knowing Him. Most of them would desert Him, and one of them would betray Him to
His enemies. However, He still loved them. Jesus knew everything about His disciples like He does
us—the good, the bad, and the ugly—and yet He still loves us. In verse 2, we see that Judas Iscariot
had been influenced by Satan and had already sold out Jesus to His enemies.

Jesus knew that His Father had given Him power over everything, and not only was He there in the
beginning but He would be there in the end and would return to His Father (verse 3). Traditionally,
in that parr of the world, washing guests’ feet was a job for the household servant when guests arrived.
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However, after eating with His disciples, Jesus took off His robe, wrapped a towel around His waist,
and prepared to wash His disciples’ feet (verse 4). After washing the disciples’ feet, He used the towel
that He had around His waist to dry their feet (verse 5). Jesus was exemplifying what a servant-leader
looked like. He was teaching them to be humble enough to serve others.

What Do You Think? po you prefer a leader who leads by example, or one who leads
by directive? Discuss.

Really? Washing My Feet? (John 13:6-1])
KIV

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.
8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not,
thou hast no part with me.

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.

10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit:
and ye are clean, but not all.

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.

NIV

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have
no part with me.”

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

10 Jesus answered, “Those whe have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”

11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

During these times walking in sandals on the dusty road made it imperative for feet to be washed
before communal meals. According to custom, only servants washed feet. Because there were no
servants around, it never occurred to the disciples to wash one another’s feet. In verse 6, we can see
Peter’s bewilderment in the question he asked, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Peter could
not believe that the Teacher wanted to wash his feet. He didnt understand thart Jesus came to serve
and was showing them that to be a leader they had to be willing to serve. Jesus explained to Peter he
did not understand at the moment what Jesus was doing, but he would later (verse 7).

Apparent in Peter’s reaction, like many of ours, leaders don’t do the job designated for peons. In
verse 8, Peter’s objection to Jesus’ washing his feet was evidence that his understanding of leadership
conflicted with that of Jesus. But Jesus told Peter, “Unless 1 wash you, you have no part with me.”
Peter loved Jesus, so he requested that He wash all of him (verse 9).

In verse 10, Jesus explained to the disciples that He had already set them apart and e was washing
away the stain of sin experienced as they walked through the world (gotquestions.org). (See verse 11.)
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QWhat Do You Think? as the cE0 of your own company, would you send your employ-
ees into the community to help victims of a natural disaster, or would you go out with them and help
the victims?

An Example Given (John 13:12-15}
KJV

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said
unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.
15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.

NIV

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do
you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them.

13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am.

14 “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.
15 “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”

Once Jesus completed the task of washing their feet, we are told that He put on His robe and returned
to His seat. He wanted them to understand what had just happened, so He inquired of their perspective of
the event (verse 12). He confirmed that He was who and what they called Him: Teacher and Lord (verse
13). He had not washed their feet just to be nice or to get them to be nice to each other—His goal was
for them to continue to do His will after He was gone (verse 14). He wanted them to conrinue to serve
God by serving each other and those to whom they carried the message of salvation (Application Bible).

As Christians, when we accept Chuist as our Savior the washing away of our sins is complete. Nothing else
turther needs to happen to cleanse us from our sins. We are saints living in a sinful world. We need the continual
process of sanctification—which is done by the Holy Spirit who lives within us—through the washing of the
Word given to us so that we may do what is right (see 2 Timothy 3:16). In verse 15, Jesus tells the disciples and
Christians today that He exemplified how we should always be willing to actively serve others.

QWhat Do You Think? i you were dressed in your best outfit and, on your way to an

interview, a dirty, smelly homeless individual needed your help, what would you do?

An Urgent Command (John 13:34-35)
KJV

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
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NIV

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
35 “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

John 13 detailed the final Passover meal Jesus shared with His disciples. While Jesus called this a
“new commandment” (verse 34a), it was not new in the sense that it was never stated before, or that
it was foreign to them. Tt was new in that Jesus used it in the context of their relationship with one an-
other in their discipleship to Him. Once again, Jesus has led by example in this expectation that He is-
sued to His disciples. Jesus told them to use His pattern of loving them to love one another (verse 34b).
Jesus would continue His servant-leadership when He would give His life on the cross for them and us.

Jesus explained why this command is paramount. This is how all people of all stripes and throughout
all times will know that believers actually belong to Christ—they will love other believers (verse 35).

QWhat Do You Think? pothosein your community who may not know Christ as Savior
recognize that unconditicnally loving others is a priority in your local congregation?

Your Life

We often view the job of server as unimportant, but as Christians we should remember that Jesus came
to serve all of humankind—and this should help us alter our view about the importance of serving others.

Your World!

When we see leaders giving back to the community we are often grateful, especially if it’s our com-
munity. As Christians, we should always show our gratitude to God through our service to others.

m CIGSiﬁg Prayer Dear Lord, thank You for being our Lord, teacher, and servant-leader.

Teach us, Lord, to humbly follow Your example of serving others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, November 2 “God Is Disappointed with Israel” (Isaiah 5:1-7)

TUESDAY, November 3 “God Will Redeem Israel” (Isaiah 27:2-6) |
WEDNESDAY, November 4 “Believers Continue God's Work” (John 14:8-14) ‘
THURSDAY, November 5 “Jesus Freely Lays Down His Life” (John 10:11-18)
FRIDAY, November 6 “Facing the World as Jesus Did” (John 15:18-25)
SATURDAY, November 7 “Jesus Tends to His Vineyard” (John 15:1-3) |
SUNDAY, November 8 “Always Love One Another” (John 15:4-17)
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