Mr. Graham had noticed a change in

Tiffany’s attitude. There was no doubt that she

/ was the team’s most talented debater, After

she was featured on the local news a few

- Weeks ago for her success, her patience

with her teammates became short, she was

\ openly critical of their mistakes, and she

didn’t even listen to Mr. Graham’s coaching.

4Pe c\ Mr. Graham called her into the office to discuss

ﬂ e what was going on.

“Thanks for meeting with me, Tiffany,” he

began. “Listen, | just wanted to talk to you because

I've noticed some changes in your attitude and behavior over the past
weeks and I'm wondering if everything is okay.”

Tiffany seemed confused by Mr. Graham'’s guestion, replying,
“Everything is fine. What do you mean?”

“Well, lately during debate practice, you've seemed less engaged,
impatient with the team, and resistant to coaching. | just wondered if there
was anything that was causing this change in behavior,” Mr. Graham said.

“No, not really,” Tiffany responded. “| just feel like practice can be a
waste of time. | know the other students need practice and coaching, but
I'm the team captain for a reason—I’m the best one on the team. | really
don’t want one of the other members to cost us a competition because of
their amateur mistakes.”

Mr. Graham couldn’t believe what was coming out of Tiffany’s mouth.
She had always been very kind and humble, but it seemed that her success
and recognition had caused her to get a little too confident and arrogant.

“Tiffany, that kind of attitude will be the cause of our team’s losing
before any of the other team members’ mistakes,” Mr. Graham responded.
Tiffany was shocked and offended. “Tiffany, you are very talented,” Mr.
Graham continued, “but if you allow your talent to make you overconfident
and your overconfidence becomes arrogance, you will fail before you
succeed. If you allow your accomplishments to make you a poor teammate,
the entire team will suffer, including you.”

What do you think Mr. Graham should do about Tiffany’s negative
attitude? Should Tiffany apologize to her teammates for her behavior, or
does she have a point?
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1 If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but
do not have love, | am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2 If | have the gift of prophecy and
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if
| have a faith that can move mountains, but do not
have love, | am nothing. 3 If | give all | possess to the
poor and give over my body to hardship that | may
boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing. 4 Love
is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it
is not self-seeking, itis not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 love
never fails. But where there are prophecies, they
will cease; where there are tongues, they will
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass
away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in
part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is
in part disappears. 11 When | was a child, | talked
like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like
a child. When | became a man, | put the ways of
childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to
face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even
as | am fully known. 13 And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

34 / Bible Studies for High School Students

Intersect

The words found in 1 Corinthians 13 may be
the most memorable verses of Paul’s first letter
to the Corinthian church. It is often referred to as
the love chapter. In the letter, Paul is writing to a
church in crisis to help them get back on the right
trackin theirmindset and their practice of worship.

The focus of 1 Corinthians 12 is on Paul’s
teaching concerning the use of spiritual gifts.
After writing about the variety of gifts that may
be present in the church, Paul emphasizes
that there is one Spirit who gives the gifts and
empowers believers to use them. There may be
many different gifts in the church, but they are
all a part of one spiritual body—working together
to do God’s will! Paul wanted to place spiritual
gifts in their appropriate place in the church. He
never wanted the desire for spiritual gifts to lead
the church to abandon its Christian commitment
to walking in love. All the gifts are wenderful and
needed, but without love, Paul warns, they mean
nothing.

Often, people become distracted or excited
over their own gifts and abilities and start believing
that their gifts set them apart as higher or holier than
others. Paul’s explanation was necessary because
some in the Corinthian church had let their gifts
persuade them to think too highly of themselves.
As they became haughty and prideful ever spiritual
gifts, the unity in the church began to unravel. No
matter how gifted we are, we are never released
from the responsibility to love one another.

Inside

In the local church, God knits His people
together as one body with many members. In
order for this to work effectively, a spirit of love
must guide the church! There is no room for
egos and pride when it comes to the ministry
and work of the church. When love is absent,
usually division is present. We cannot be our
most effective for the kingdom when we are
divided. So, no matter what your position or
your role, the guiding principle for ministry
should be love!




Many people seem to love titles and positions—
both inside and outside the church. Having a
special gift or title often tempts many people
to think too highly of themselves and less of
others. They forget that every gift comes from
God. Titles and positions mean nothing when
they are not used for the support and progress
of God's kingdom. When you use the gifts God
gave you for your own selfishness and glory, you
steal God’s glory and undermine God’s will for
His church! The greatest responsibility of being
spiritually gifted is giving the gift and the glory

to God.
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You may already be aware of the gifts and
talents God has given you. You may have even
gained some recognition for them. Your gifts
should be celebrated, and you should be proud
of them; however, God desires that we handle
our gifts in the spirit of humility. Walking in love
toward others will have a greater impact than
arrogance and pride!

@

Stepping Out!

Paul’s discussion on love was his effort to address the
Corinthian church’s misuse of spiritual gifts. Do you know
your spiritual gifts? If not, a gifts assessment can help you
begin to figure out what your spiritual gifts may be. Of
course, the tests are not a perfect indicator of your spiritual
gifts, but they will give you a place to start. After taking the
assessment, pray that God clearly reveals your spiritual
gifts to you.

Media Mission

Tap into your creative side for this week’s “Media
Mission™ activity. Create a post by using the tools on
your favorite social-media platform that include the Key
Verse from this week’s lesson. You can create a digital
post or snap a real picture and edit it. Just be sure that

“1 Corinthians 13:13"” is on display!
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Devotional
Calendar
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Pray: Ask God to Help You Fmd Joy in Servmg Others

te: John 15:18-16:4a
“We Love You by Byron Cage (featurng Moss)
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te: Psalm 80:7-19

Actlons

Pray: Ask God to Help You Demonstrate True Chnst|an

Love

Pray: Ask God for a Gwmg, Shanng Heart

te: Hebrews 13:1-8
“Love Theory” by Klrk Franklm

te: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10
1 “God | Look to You” by Tasha Cobbs Leonard

itate: Matthew 12:1-8

- “Love I|ke That"” byJ Moss
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1: “I Need You to Survwe” by Hezeklah Walker

Ask God to Bless Others through Your Own Lovmg

Pr: Ask God to Help You to Treat Others Equaily
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Dany devotionals are unpnﬂant to
help you grow in your relationship
with God. Pray, meditate, and read
the Word of God, and you will grow
spiritually. Devote ten minutes at the
beginning of your day to clear your
mind and heart and prepare to receive
God. Daily devotions will prepare
you for any obstacles that may come
your way. Take time each morning to
hear from God. Even Jesus used time
in the morning to be with God. “Very
early in the morning, while it was still
dark, Jesus got up, left the house and
went off to a solitary place, where he
prayed” (Mark 1:35, NIV).
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