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Background Scripture: John 15:4-17 . Print Passage: John 15:4-17
KEY VERSE: “l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

Akeyla lives in the
city. Going to the coun-
try to visit her grandpar-
ents is always a special
treat for her. Akeyla loves
the open space of the
country and the beauty
of nature that is visible for miles. One
of her most favorite things to do dur-
ing country visits is to help her grand-
parents harvest vegetables from the
garden. Akeyla’s grandparents grow
tomatoes, sweet potatoes, collard
greens, okra, cucumbers, and green
beans. Now, at the end of the season,
Akeyla suspects this will probably be
the last harvest of the year.

Akeyla was surprised to see that
despite cooler weather, many veg-
ctables were still growing. Akeyla’s
grandfather explained that as long
as the vegetables have nourish-
ment from the roots and vines, they
would continue to grow. Once the
roots died or the vines withered,
the vegetables would stop growing.
This conversation made Akeyla
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remember a demon-
stration her Sunday
school teacher shared a
few weeks ago.

The teacher was
emphasizing the point
that when Christians
allow sin to separate
them from God and
the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, they lose
their
Jesus and their lives be-
come fruitless. Akeyla
mentioned the lesson to |
her grandfather.

Grandfather  said,
“Yes, your teacher is right. Here is a per-
fect example for that. Look ar these two
cucumber vines.”

Akeyla looked at the vines. One
vine still had fresh, green cucumbers,
but the other vine was shriveled up and
its cucumbers were dried up too.

Grandfather added, “This vine
was attacked by some kind of bug—
that could represent sin. Look at

John 15:4-17

4 “Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 | am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you
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how it rotted and then spread until
the vine finally died. This is exactly
what a life of sin leads to—death.
This vine is still flourishing, which

represents a life being led by Jesus.
When we stay connected to Jesus,
we continue to grow and have a
blessed life.”

Are you connected to Jesus and
bearing good fruit?

WORD LD will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that i

thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and
my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourseives to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you
will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 | have told you this so that my joy may be in you
and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what | command. 15| no longer call you servants, because a servant
does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known
to you. 16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed vou so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.”
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In today's lesson, Jesus uses
the example of the vine and
branches to illustrate Christians’

relationship with God. In the
example, Jesus represents the
vine and God represents the
gardener, or the one who takes
care of the vine. The branches
represent all the obedient
followers of Jesus.

In verses 4-6, Jesus emphasizes
that only believers who remain
in Him will be successful in the
faith. To remain in Jesus means
receiving biblical salvation through
faith in Him; obeying God’s Word;
continuing to believe and share the
Good News of Jesus; connecting
to a church to receive and grow

in the Word; and walking
in Christian love. When
Christians keep an active
relationship with Jesus,
they are sure to grow in
faith, spiritual maturity, and
service to others. Jesus
also emphasizes that
those who choose not to
abide in Him will not have
a fruitful or healthy spiritual
life. Staying connected to Jesus is
the only way to truly have a life of
real joy and peace.

In verse 15, Jesus makes clear
that His disciples are not just
followers, but “friends.” The use
of this term shows the closeness
in relationship that Jesus shares
with those who have made the
decision to follow Him and live a
life that honors God.

The best evidence of one's
connection with Jesus is
his or her love for others.
Love is the greatest com-
mandment of all and the

true measure of Christian \\\\

obedience.
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Jesus often used stories to illustrate important spiritual principles. To-
day’s lesson uses the example of nature to illustrate how fruit grows
when it is connected to the vine. The vine receives its nutrients from soil
and is nurtured with sun and water. Christians need spiritual nutrients
to grow in the faith. What do you do to help your faith grow? Spending
time with God in prayer; being committed to Sunday school, Bible study,
and worship; and volunteering to serve others are all great ways to add
spiritual nutrients that develop your faith.
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In today's “Wake Up!” story, Akeyla reflected '

" on lessons fromiher grandfather and Sunday

school teacher about how good friits and
vegetables are produced by being connected
to a healthy nutrient source. Likewise, Chris-
tians must stay connected to Jesus in order
to live a fruitful life that is pleasing to God.
Many times, people only acknowledge God
or make time to pray when they need helpin
a difficult situation. Faithful Christians know
they need God every day—not justwhen they
are in trouble. How will you strengthen your
connection with Jesus to make stre you are

“equipped to produce good fruit?

idea that you are a Chrtshan? How
can they tell? All Christians must
make a conscious effort o obey
God and become more like Jesus.
Ask God to reveal areas where you
nead fo improve.




Do you know someone who is always in trouble because of his or her
rebellion to school or family rules? Commit to praying for that person
every day this week. Ask God to open that person’s heart and give him
or her the desire to change his or her behavior for the better. Expect God
to touch that person’s heart. Pray and thank God in advance for what He
is going to do in the life of the person that you choose.

Fill in the missing words from today’s Key Verse. To increase the challenge, try to complete the sentences
without looking at the verse.

“lam ; you are the

If you and |l in you, you will

much X

you do
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Media Mission
Search the Internet for images that highlight today’s Key Verse by using the phrase “l am the vine; you are the branches im-

ages.” Find animage you like and print it or save it on your phone. Use the image as inspiration to remind you how believers must
_stay connected to Jesus in order to have lives that flourish according to God's Word.
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