Unit III: Godly Loe among Believers

Jeremiah wanted to stay in bed, but he
knew it wasn’t worth the fight. No matter how
/ much he attempted to convince his parents

to let him stay home while they went to

_ Volunteer for the city’s Thanksgiving dinner

- for the homeless, they would not let him out

of it. They had done it every year for the last

eight years, and Jeremiah was not looking
4@ ﬂ c‘ forward to another one. He crawled out of bed
' e * and got ready, anyway.

His mom was downstairs getting the last few things
together to pack into the car. When she knew he was ready, she
asked him to grab the two pans of macaroni and cheese on the
counter and set them on the back seat.

“Sure, Ma, I'll grab them,” Jeremiah said. “But don’t you think
it’s a little much to just give away all this food? | mean, | know all the
stuff you bought to make it; and we aren’t selling these plates to get
anything back.”

Jeremiah’s mother, a little bothered that her son had missed
the point of this tradition all together, explained, “Son, this is not
about making money. This is about sharing what we have with those
in our community who are less fortunate.”

“| get it. It just seems like we could use that money for
something else, like making improvements around the house,”
Jeremiah replied.

“That may be true, but these people don’t have houses at all,”
Mom pointed out; Jeremiah realized that he had said something
stupid and dropped his head in shame. “Sweetheart,” his mother
continued, “life is not always about what you can take for yourself,
but what you can give to others who have nothing of their own. We
are all one big family, created by the same God. We are going to
share God'’s love by sharing our blessings with them!”

Do you think Jeremiah had a change of heart after his conversation
with his mom?
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32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No
one claimed that any of their possessions was their
own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With
great power the apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was
so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were
no needy persens among them. For from time to time
those who owned land or houses sold them, brought
the money from the sales 35 and put it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who
had need. 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom
the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son
of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and
brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.

1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife
Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his
wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money
for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the
apostles’ feet. 3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it
that Satan has sofilled your heart that you have lied to
the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the
money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to
you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t
the money at your disposal? What made you think of
doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human
beings but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard this, he
fell down and died. And great fear seized all who
heard what had happened. 6 Then some young men
came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him
out and buried him. 7 About three hours later his wife
came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter
asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias
got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test
the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who
buried your husband are at the door, and they will
carry you out also.” 10 At that moment she fell down
at his feet and died. Then the young men came in
and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her
beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole
church and all who heard about these events.

Intersect

After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to several
people as the risen Christ, including His disciples (see
John 20:11-29; John 21; Luke 24:36-43). In Acts 1,
Jesus gave His disciples final instructions before His
ultimate ascension into heaven (see Acts 1:1-11). Jesus
tells them to stay in Jerusalem and await the coming
of the Holy Spirit—they would be empowered to be His
witnesses (see Acts 1:8). On the Day of Pentecost in
Acts 2, the Holy Spirit fell on the believers gathered in
the Upper Room. They began to speak in languages that
were not native to their background. Peter preached a
sermon and three thousand people became believers in
Jesus and the New Testament church was born that day.

Immediately, a community. began to form around
this common belief that Jesus was the Son of God that
had been risen from the dead (Acts 2:22-24). With a
renewed faith, they began to care for one another, giving
of their own possessions, in order that they might be a
blessing to the entire group. These instances are a further
example of what Jesus’ death was meant to bring about.
While Jesus was a Jewish man, His death broke down the
barriers between cultures. The God of Abraham; Isaac,
and Jacob was no longer a God for Jews only, but for the
entire world. All the nations had come together to form
this “Christian” community—and just as Jesus’ blood
had been shed for all people, they made sacrifices of
their possessions for everyone’s benefit.

Inside

Being a part of a community demands a lot of respon-
sibility. The love of God leads us to ensure that the
needs of those who are around us are not being over-
looked, and that everyone in the community has what
they need. This takes a great level of humility and
love and works against our natural impulse to think
of ourselves first.
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We live in a culture that is extremely profit-
driven; greed seems to rule the day! It seems
that the more we prosper as a culture, the
less interested people are in sharing their
resources for the benefit of others. Most
people are focused on accumulating as
much as they can for themselves. The kind of
sharing of possessions practiced by the early
Christians was a highly spiritual practice
and a practical demonstration of God’s love.
Those who love God should not be selfish, but
eager and ready to share what God has given
them with one another.

Wy
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This text is a direct call to resist the temptation to be greedy
and selfish, and to cultivate the practice of giving. Popular
culture drives people to be fabulous and impressive, but God
calls us to hold on to the simple practice of sharing what we
learned as little children. Be committed to sharing God’s love
with others!

°
Stepping Out!
This week, think of a way to encourage group sharing in a
community to which you belong. It may be your family, Sunday
school class, or neighborhood community, but it could also
be a community that forms around common interests, like a
sports team. Find a fun, creative, and thoughtful way to be a
blessing to everyone in your group!

Media Mission

With the Thanksgiving holiday coming up, think about
this week’s lesson and take note of how everyone gives
their share so that the whole group can eat together
and fellowship. Take a picture of your family during your
Thanksgiving activities and post it on social media for
the holiday!




