Unit IL. Inclusive Love
1.6/ October 11, 2020

Loving Those Who Don’t Love Back

Background Scripture: Luke 6:27-36 - Print Passage: Luke 6:27-36
KEY VERSES: “To you who are listening | say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” (Luke 6:27-28)

Alyssa enjoys singing
f2=== in the school choir. Dur-
: ing the last choir concert,
Alyssa had a solo and
VAP sang it beautifully. Since
J§20  that time, students come
up to her and ask her to
sing different songs that they like. One
day during lunchtime, Jada, who has
a reputation of being a bully, asked
Alyssa to sing something, Alyssa did
not want to draw attention to herself
in the cafeteria, so she told Jada she
would sing for her another time.

Jada responded, “Oh, so you
think you are too good to sing for
me and my friends? Your singing is
not all that, anyway. You look hot.
Let me help you cool down.”

Alyssa could not believe that Jada
poured cold milk all over her new
shoes. Jada and her friends laughed
while walking away, and other kids
who saw the incident were laughing
too. Alyssa was so mad that she
started to cry. One of Alyssa’s friends
encouraged her to go after Jada and
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challenge her to a fight. The friend
assured Alyssa she would be with her
and help her fight Jada. Alyssa did
not want to fight, but she did not
want to be bullied, either.

When Alyssa and her friend
left the cafeteria, they walked into
an unexpected situation. Several
students were involved in a pushing
match and Jada was at the center
of it. Two boys were teasing Jada,
calling her horrible names and

Luke 6:27-36

27 “But to you who are listening | say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also.

pulling her hair. For some reason
which she could not explain, Alyssa’s
heart was moved to help Jada. She
stepped into the middle of the group
and pulled Jada out to the side.

Jada looked at Alyssa and said,
“After what I did to you, T never
would have expected you to help
me. I am sorry for what I did in the
cafeteria.”

How do you think God would
want Alyssa to respond next?

WORID LD if someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if

anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32 If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who
are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend
to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he
is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”
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In today’s lesson, Jesus teach-
es about loving our enemies.
Jesus acknowledged that many
people had been taughtto seek
revenge against their enemies
and to repay evil with evil. In
ancient times, and even today,
many people believe that “get-
ting even” is always the right
response when one has been
mistreated.

The Jews lived under Ro-
man political oppression.
Romans often mistreat- e f—
ed Jews because they ‘
thought they were supe- gl
rior to them. Jesus taught
loving one’s enemies as a
witness to their faith and
as a way of introducing
a better, more godly way
of interacting with others. Jesus
noted that anyone can love those
who love them, but it means much
more when someone is able to
show love 1o those who had mis-
treated, persecuted, or used them.

Today, many people are popular because of
wealth, fame, social-media influence, and
physical beauty. Popularity: and wealth are fine,
but those are notthe things that make a person
successful in Ged's eyes. God values people
who are obedient to His commands. According
to Jesus in Luke 10:27, the greatest command
that God has for His people is to love Him and
others. The challenge to love includes loving
those people whom we may view as unlovable,
such as bullies, racists, and abusers. However,

Jesus offers us as believers a
new and better way to treat our
enemies. Jesus was falsely ac-
cused and rejected by many
people who should have em-

Jesus taught the people a com-
pletely different way of respond-
ing to those who had offended
them. Jesus taught the impor-
tance of one’s loving his or her His enemies and made
enemies. This meant they were the ultimate sacrifice
not to take advantage of people  of love by dying on the
or oppress those who were less  Cross for the sins of the
fortunate. world.
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Many people question whether it is possible to love their enemies.
The answer is yes. Christians have the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is
available to enable ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary ac-
tions and deeds. God does not ask Christians to do anything that is
beyond their ability to do with the help of the Holy Spirit. Pray and ask

God to help you handle difficult relationships in a way that gives Him/

braced Him as the Messiah.
Yet, Jesus never stopped
loving them. Jesus forgave

Christians can make adifferencein the world by
the way they respond to athers who have nega-
tive attitudes toward them.

="\Walk Out

Jesus wanted His followers to

understand the importance of

loving their enemies. The same

message is true for Christians

today. There will be peaple whose

i nd personalities k
[St

the glory, as you love others in obedience to God’s Word.
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This week, ask three of your friends to join you in a conversation about loving
your enemies. Ask your friends these questions: (1) What kind of people are
the most challenging for you to love? (2) With whom do you talk when you
have a situation that challenges you to love right when your emctions lead
you 1o dislike the person? Compare the answers of your friends. Pray for
strength to be more loving.

Find the listed words from today’s lesson in the word search below.
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BLESS CURSE ENEMIES GIVE GOOD LOVE PRAY REWARD

Media Mission o
Bullying is never okay. Visit hitps://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/what-does-the-bible-teach-us-
about-bullying to find the article “What does the Bible teach us about bullying?” by author Neal Hardin.

Research Scriptures provided in the article and ask God to increase your understanding so that you are
always able to react in a way that is pleasing to Him, even in difficult and frustrating situations.
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