\ LESSON 5
 October 4, 2020

Unit II: Inclusive Love

A True Friend Intervenes

DEVOTIONAL READING: Matthew 5:43-48
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: 1 Samuel 19:1-7; 23:1-18; 2 Samuel 9

PRINT PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 19:1-7

K_ey Verse_Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him,
Let not the king sin against his servant, against David; because he hath
not sinned against thee, and because his works have been to thee-ward
very good. (1 Samuel 19:4, KJV)

Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not
the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and
what he has done has benefited you greatly.” (1 Samuel 19:4, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

» Explore the story of Jonathan’s defense of David when David was opposed by Saul.
« Long for love and justice within the family and beyond.

« Grow in your love for and devotion to justice for others.

*Key Terms

Delighted (verse 2)—Hebrew: chaphets (khaw-fates’): delighted in; “had taken a great
liking to” (NIV, verse 1).

Philistine (verse 5)—Hebrew: Pelishti (pel-ish-tee’): inhabitants of Philistia.

Sware (verse 6)—Hebrew: shaba (shaw-bah’): to have sworn; vowed; “took . . . oath” (NIV).

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Introduction
I believe that one of the greatest gifts God has given us is that of friendship. What is friend- |
ship? According to friends.com (2019), the dictionary definition of friendship is “a state of be- |
ing friends, friendly relations, or attachment to a person, or between persons, affection arising
from mutual esteem and good will, friendliness; amity.” The article goes on to say that a true |
friendship is a relationship that can survive the test of time and remain unconditional. Mutual

52 BIBLE STUDIES FOR ADULTS




_

The Biblical Context

The book of 1 Samuel describes the transition
of leadership from the period of judges to a
theocracy in Israel’s development as a nation.
Historically, it covers a period of about ninety-
four years beginning with the time of Samuel
and ending with Saul’s suicide. Samuel, Isra-
el’s first prophet and last judge; Saul, her first
king; and David are its principal characters.
David had been anointed but had not been
accepted as Saul's successor. Sovereignly,
God chose David over Saul to lead His people
as a united nation. David’s path to the throne
from the human perspective was fraught with
difficulties, dangers, and the threat of death as
the God-forsaken Saul attempted to kill him.
God is faithful to His promises despite human-
kind’s proclivity for making mistakes, sinning,
and rebelling against His sovereign will. This
truth is vividly illustrated in the book of
1 Samuel through His work on behalf of David,
His choice as king. The book also provides
a unique model of self-sacrificing friendship
through the lives of Saul's eldest son, Jona-
than, and David. Without visible thought for
himself, Jonathan intervened on David's be-
half by going against parental disapproval and
willingly relinquishing his right to the throne.

L
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trust that allows nonjudgmental transparency and
unfeigned loyalty characterizes true friendship. True
friendship is a rarity, but when one finds it, he or
she has found a treasure of inestimable value. The
Bible has much to say about friendship and pro-
vides practical wisdom useful for developing and
maintaining it in our relationships with others (see
Proverbs 13:20; 22:24-25). The ultimate example
of friendship is that of Jesus Christ, who made the
ultimate sacrifice on our behalf to restore our friend-
ship with God the Father. Lost humankind was at
enmity with God, but through Jesus” substitution-
ary sacrificial death on the Cross, friendship was re-
stored. Christ’s expression of intervening friendship
for humankind is the supreme model, but there are
other noteworthy examples of the intervention of a
true friend for another in God’s Word. One of these
is the friendship between David and Jonathan. Jon-
athan’s friendship with David withstood power, po-
sition, and parental disapproval. While his father,
Saul, sought to kill David, Jonathan willingly inter-
vened to save his life. Their friendship captures the
immortal words of the Greek philosopher Aristotle:
“A friend is a single soul dwelling in two bodies.”

ANALYSIS OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT
A True Friend’s Strategy (7 Samue/ 19:1-3)

KJV

AND SAUL spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill

David.

2 But Jonathan Saul’s son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying,
Saul my father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself un-
til the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself:

3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will
commune with my father of thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee.
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NIV

SAUL TOLD his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan had
taken a great liking to David

2 and warned him, “My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your
guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there.

3 “I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I’ll speak to him
about you and will tell you what I find out.”

I have heard people express their lack of a need for anyone else in their lives. I often
reminded an adopted son of mine who, in his playful youthfulness, described himself
as being “independent with a capital I” that such a declaration would be found to be
untrue as he matured. God created humankind to have fellowship with Him and with
each other. Contextually appropriate are the lyrics, “No man is an island, no man stands
alone.” Spiritually and humanly we all need someone to intervene on our behalf, because
life’s challenges happen to all of us at some point in time. Saul’s resentment and jealousy
of David began after David’s victory over Goliath (see 1 Samuel 17) and grew into mur-
derous hatred (see 1 Samuel 18:11). Spiritually, for Saul this was because God had aban-
doned him and had chosen David to replace him as king (see 1 Samuel 18:12). On the
opposite pole of Saul’s hatred for David was the love of his son Jonathan for David. Saul
instructed Jonathan and his attendants to kill David. This could be viewed as an attempt
to drive a wedge between the two (verse 1). Saul had previously devised two schemes he
hoped would result in David’s death (see 1 Samuel 18:20-25). Both failed because God
was David’s defense and deliverer. Despite the pressure of family, Jonathan fulfilled his
covenant friendship relationship with David and warned him of his father’s intentions
to kill him (verse 2). At this point, Jonathan was actively seeking to reconcile Saul and
David. He warned David to be on his guard and promised to signal him if he failed to
persuade his father to retract the death warrant he had issued on his life (verse 3).

Genuine love for others will always find a way to serve them in their time of need.
Jonathan’s strategy to save David’s life was a shadow of God’s plan to save humankind.
Humankind, the crown of God’s creation, deliberately rebelled against Him, but from
the beginning He had a strategy in place to reconcile them back to Himself (see Genesis
3:15; John 3:16). His strategy found its fruition in the substitutionary death of Jesus
Christ on the Cross and secured redemption for all who come to Him in faith (see John

15:13).

@What Do You Think? when have you experienced the positive intervention by
a friend on your behalf?
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A True Friend’s Appeal (1 Samuel 19:4-7)

KJV

4 And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not
the king sin against his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against
thee, and because his works have been to thee-ward very good:

5 For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the LorD wrought a
great salvation for all Israel: thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou
sin against innocent blood, to slay David without a cause?

6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the Lorp liveth,
he shall not be slain.

7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him all those things. And Jona-
than brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence, as in times past.

NIV

4 Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king
do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has
benefited you greatly.

5 “He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The LorRD won a great
victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to
an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?”

6 Saul listened to Jonathan and ook this oath: “As surely as the Lorp lives, David will
not be put to death.”

7 So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to
Saul, and David was with Saul as before.

After warning David of Saul’s intentions, Jonathan went to his father and made an im-
passioned appeal on David’s behalf. He gave Saul four specific reasons for him to cease his
attempts to kill David. First, David had never committed any sin against him (verse 4a).
Second, all David had accomplished was for Saul’s benefit (verse 4b). Third, David had
risked his own life in obedience to Saul (verse 5a). Finally, Saul had originally been glad
when God used David to win a great victory for Israel and his kingship (verse 5b). Jona-
than’s appeal on behalf of his friend was initially accepted by Saul, who then vowed that
David would not be killed (verse 6). Immediately, Jonathan gave David Saul’s decision and
brought him back to the king’s court (verse 7).

We can see a picture of our relationship with our God in this scenario. Unlike us, David
had not sinned against Saul or God. His loss of fellowship with Saul was because of Saul’s
ungodly condition after being abandoned by God. We, on the other hand, have sinned and
do sin (see Romans 3:23). David had Jonathan for his advocate. We have Jesus, God’s Son,
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as our advocate who daily intercedes on our behalf in the very presence of God the Father
(see 1 John 2:1; Romans 8:26; Hebrews 7:25). Our task is to confess our sins and repent,
being assured of His forgiveness (see 1 John 1:9). David’s return to Saul’s court was only
temporary, because Saul’s affection was not genuine. Yet, each time we fail and restore our

fellowship with God we are assured that nothing will ever be able to separate us from His
love (see Romans 8:38-39).

What Do You Think? what could have been some of the internal struggles Jona-
than faced in maintaining his friendship with David?

A Closing Thought

God’s greatest gift to humankind was His Son, Jesus Christ. From that gift flow others,
and one of the most precious is friendship. The love of a genuine friend illustrates the love
of Christ for those He calls His friends. Jonathan’s friendship with David is a model worth
emulating.

Your Life

Genuine friendship is selfless. This week, rather than thinking about yourself and wheth-
er you have a true friend, why not seek to be one to someone else? Seek the guidance of the
Holy Spirit and ask Him to lead you to someone in need of encouragement or a kind word.
As further motivation to do this, reflect on the kind of friend you have in Jesus.

Your World!

There are hurting people who need the intervention of others who are genuinely com-
passionate and can befriend them. Challenge yourself to put “feet” to this lesson and reach
out to help someone in your congregation and/or community in need of the love of true
friends.

“% Qﬂ@gﬂrfﬂg Prayer Dear God, thank You for giving us Your Son as the supreme
model of a true fiend who put others before Himself. Help us follow His example and
mend broken relationships and reconcile with estranged people by showing genuine love.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Conclusion
(Preparing for Next Week’s Lesson)

Why is it hard to obey God’s command to love your enemies? Next week’s lesson will
teach us what this command really means as we review Christ’s sermon in Luke 6.
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MONDAY, October 5
TUESDAY, October 6
WEDNESDAY, October 7
THURSDAY, October 8
FRIDAY, October 9
SATURDAY, October 10
SUNDAY, October 11

Home Daily Bible Readings

“The Lord Is Merciful and Gracious”
“Responding to Unwanted Demands”
“Handling Family Difficulties”

“The Home Life of the Faithful”
“Forgiving the Ignorant”

“Blessed and Rewarded”

“Love and Forgive Your Enemies”
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(Psalm 103:1-14)
(Matthew 5:38-42)
(Leviticus 25:35-39)
(Psalm 128)

(Luke 23:32-36)
(Matthew 5:1-12)
(Luke 6:27-36)
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