Unit [I: Inclusive Love

Jasmine decided to do what she always
does when she has a tough problem fo
/ solve—she called her grandmother. Her

grandmother always seemed to be able to
make the most difficult situations easy to
manage. Grandma answered the phone as
if she had been waiting for Jasmine to call.
“Hey, Jazzy! What’s wrong?” said
.@ - \ Grandma, whose greeting made Jasmine

eﬂ eC giggle.
“Grandma, what makes you think some-

thing is wrong?” she asked.

“Oh, just a feeling grandmas get when their grandchildren call. Are
you going to tell me, or are we going to make small talk all day?” Grandma
inquired.

“I'm in a tough spot, Grandma,” Jasmine began. “You see, my friend
Carla is running for reelection as class president, but my other friend
Monica is running against her. Everything was fine until Carla tried to
sabotage Monica’s campaign.”

“How’d she do that?” Grandma asked.

“She had a group of her friends remove Monica's flyers from around
the school so no one would see them,” Jasmine said.

“Oh my! This sounds like a bad TV show,” Grandma said.

“Tell me about it! But now I’'m stuck between Carla and Monica. |
haven’t reported Carla because we have been really close. But Monica
is an awesome person that | think would make a great class president—
she’s just not as popular. | don’t know what to do, Grandma.”

“That's easy, baby,” Grandma replied. “Right is right and wrong is wrong,
no matter who is doing it. And, if someone is not going to be friends with you for
standing up for what is right, then you don’t want those kinds of friends anyhow.”

“Wow, that was easy! Thanks a lot, Grandma. | knew you’d have the
answer!” Jasmine commented.

What do you think Jasmine should do? Should she report Carla’s actions,
or should she simply show support for Monica by helping put her flyers
back up?
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1 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the
attendants to kill David. But Jonathan had taken
a great liking to David 2 and warned him, “My
father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you.
Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into
hiding and stay there. 3 | will go out and stand
with my father in the field where you are. I'll
speak to him about you and will tell you what |
find out.” 4 Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul
his father and said to him, “Let not the king do
wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged
you, and what he has done has benefited you
greatly. 5 He took his life in his hands when
he killed the Philistine. The Lorp won a great
victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were
glad. Why then would you do wrong to an
innocent man like David by killing him for no
reason?” 6 Saul listened to Jonathan and took
this oath: “As surely as the Lorp lives, David
will not be put fo death.” 7 So Jonathan called
David and told him the whole conversation. He
brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul
as before.

Intersect

David became famous by defeating the huge
Philistine warrior, Goliath, with a slingshot and five
smooth stones. David’s victory was the beginning of
a drama that would play out between David and King
Saul. After David defeated Goliath, David’s popularity
soared through the roof! Saul became jealous, demoted
David, and even attempted to kill him. But it seemed the
more Saul tried to take David out, the more famous he
became, and the more threatened Saul felt.

Saul shared his envious plan to kill David with his
son Jonathan. When Jonathan learned of his father’s
plans, he warned David that he was in danger. But he
did not stop there—Jonathan spoke up for David by
reminding the jealous king that David had been a bless-
ing to him (Saul). There was no reason to kill an innecent
man. Jonathan risked his relationship with his father to
protect his friend David, and Saul restored David back to
his previous position.

This story shows us two opposite emotions—the
ugliness of Saul’s jealousy and the beauty of Jonathan’s
love. Saul was only worried about maintaining his power
and authority and was willing to kill David to do so.
But, Jonathan’s love for David caused him to be more
interested in justice than power. Because Jonathan
loved David, he was willing to risk his relationship with
his father, and possibly his own safety, for his friend.

Inside

Jonathan found himself in a difficult position. He is best
friends with a man that his father is trying to kill. Many
would have understood if he had chosen to side with
his father rather than David. After all, the relationship
between a father and a son is a blood bond. But family
can be wrong sometimes, and Jonathan could not be
silent while his father moved to kill an innocent man.
Family or not, right is always right, and sin is sin!
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People in power are often willing to stoop to
shameful means to hold on to their power. Many
of them find self-worth and value in their title and
position. They will criticize and discredit anyone
whom they see as a threat to their authority. Those
who are likely to suffer need someone to stand up
for them, as Jonathan did for David. You must be
bold and courageous enough to take a risk and step
out of your comfort zone to speak up for those who
are vulnerable.

It can be tough when two of your friends are
on opposite sides of an issue and it feels as
though choosing a side will mean losing a friend.
Sometimes, you must find the boldness to stand
up for what is right and against what is wrong,
regardless of who is involved.

24 | Bible Studies for High School Students

Stepping Out!

Your challenge this week is to be intentional about
advocating for what is right. There may be a situation this
week where you may risk damaging some relationships.
Do not think of it as taking one person’s side over
another’s. Think of it as choosing to support what is right,
rather than what is wrong. That designation should always
be determined by the Word of God.

Media Mission

Conduct some Internet research on local and national
non-profit organizations whese main mission is to

advocate for those who are vulnerable. This will help
you learn about the concerns in your community and
give you an opportunity to join them in standing up
for'what is right!




