LESSON 1

September 6, 2020 _

Unit I: Struggles with Love
When Love Is Lost

DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22

BACKGROUND: SCRIPTURE: Genesis 37
PRINT PASSAGE: Genesis 37:2-11, 23-24a, 28

___His brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying. (Genesis 37:11, KJV)
Key Verse ying

His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.
(Genesis 37:11, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

» Examine the circumstances of familial love and hatred between Jacob/Israel’s sons.

» Repent of times when they allowed jealousy and hatred to override a commitment to love.

« Develop strategies to allow a commitment to love to override feelings of jealousy and hatred.

*Key Terms

Dream (verse 5)—Hebrew: chalom (khal-ome’): dream; dreamer.

Robe (verse 3)—Hebrew: kethoneth (keth-o’-neth): outer robe or tunic; “coat” (KJV).

Were jealous (verse 11)—Hebrew: ganna (kan-naw’): being envious; provoked to jealousy; “envied” (KJV).

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Life Happens

Since a very early age, Malachi has been drawn to sports. He started reading the sports pages at four
years old and started his own 7-on-7 football camps at twelve years old. During his first year in college, he
received an athletic scholarship to manage the football team. He has interned at SEC and ACC football
programs and has promising offers upon graduation from college. To say that he has a knack for sports is
an understatement. He has clearly been called to do this work, which is something he loves to do.

During his years of college, Malachi has worked for a coach who undermines and discredits him
at all costs. The coach speaks unfavorably of him in private and public. It is complete humiliation!
The stress of never doing anything good enough along with the daily grind of verbal, mental, and
emotional abuse weighed heavily on Malachi, and he started losing heart with his love of sports
(especially football).
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3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in
his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him.

4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and
could not speak a kind word to him.

5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more.

6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had.”

In verse 1 (part of the Background Scriprure), we are reminded that Jacob lived in Canaan, the
land where his father, Isaac, had lived. During this time, keeping herds of animals was common
among the many generations of the people of Israel. Jacob and his sons were no different. Jacob had
twelve sons. The twelve tribes of Israel descended from the twelve sons of Jacob. Among these twelve
sons was Jacob’s seventeen-year-old son named Joseph.

Joseph and his older half-brothers were responsible for keeping their father’s animals safe. But
like a stereotypical younger sibling, he was whar one would call a “tattletale.” He told his father about
the bad things his half-brothers did (verse 2). Joseph’s reporting back to his father about his broth-
ers’ inappropriate behavior might have been one of the many reasons why Joseph was nor liked by

"his brothers, but their father’s apparent favoritism toward Joseph proved to be a thorn in their sides.

The colorful robe Jacob made for Joseph tended to remove any doubt about his favoritism to-
ward Joseph (verse 3). Joseph’s colorful robe probably served as a reminder to his siblings of how
special Joseph was to their father. This favoritism caused an unhealthy rift between Joseph and his
older half-brothers (verse 4). In verses 5-6, we find Joseph adding insult to injury when he tells his
brothers about the dream he had. Unfortunately, this dream did not endear his brothers to him. In
fact, after the telling of this dream his brothers hated him even more.

QWE‘E&% Do You Think? It is often said that parents love all their children equally.

However, some children need more attention than others. Would you say that Jacob thought Joseph
needed more attention because of his young age?

“Ruler over Us? | Think Not!” (Genesis 37:7-11)
KJV

7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright;
and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have
dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed
a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him,
What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come
to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?

11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.
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NIV

7 “We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood
upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”

8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they
hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.

9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another
dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this
dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the
ground before you?”

11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

In verse 7, we find Joseph sharing the details of his dream with his brothers. Now, it could be
Josephs youth that has him innocently sharing this dream with his brothers, as well as a possible in-
ability to read social cues (not noticing his brothers’ rising anger). Or he may have been showing off his
privileged status of being his father’s favorite. In any regard, Joseph’s eagerness to share his dream with
his brothers did not go over too well with them. In fact, it seems that their patience for this seemingly
arrogant little brother was wearing thin. He had the audacity to tell them a dream that made it seem
that they would one day bow down to him. We are told that they hated him even more (verse 8). Either
Joseph's youth or arrogance kicked in and he shared his dream wich his brothers, nevertheless.

Joseph could not leave well enough alone, because when he had another dream he shared it with
his brothers as well as his father (verse 9). Even Jacob became upset after asking Joseph about this
second dream and questioned him about the implications of the dream. Joseph’s dream implied that
Joseph’s entire family would bow down before him (verse 10). Joseph’s brothers already despised
him, and this could have been the proverbial straw that broke the camel’s back. His brothers despised
him even more. We are told in verse 11 that Joseph’s brothers harbored jealousy toward Joseph, no
doubt as a result of his dream and primarily because of the privileged position he had with their

father. Joseph'’s father, Jacob, however, reflected on all that Joseph had said.

LWhat Do You Thﬁﬂk?]oseph’s family saw him as a show-off, but as we continue to
read Joseph’s story, we find that Joseph’s steps were being ordered by God. Are you willing to follow
God regardiess of what others say or do? Why?

When Anger Acts (Genesis 37:23-24a, 26)
KJV

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of
his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him;

24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit.

28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit,
and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt.
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NIV

23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was
wearing—

24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern.

28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and
sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.

Joseph’s brothers were so angry with their younger brother that they wanted to kill him (sce
verses 19-20). In the previous verses, we find that Joseph had a fine coat and the audacity to tell
his family members that they would bow before him. There is a saying that “Some people only hate
you because of the way other people love you.” Joseph’s brothers wanted their father to show them
the same kind of love he had always shown Joseph. Their jealousy seemed to have developed into an
uncontrollable anger, and their anger became an orchestrated plan. This plan involved killing their
younger brother. The longer the brothers nursed their jealousy the better their plan looked; they were
so blinded by their jealousy that killing their younger brother appeared to be the right thing to do.
They would never have to share their father’s love with Joseph again. “The time to deal with jealousy
is when you notice yourself keeping score of what others have” (Application Bible).

Joseph arrived at the place where his brothers were; they stripped him of his nice coart (verse
23). They then threw their younger brother into a dry well (verse 24). Joseph’s experiences would
tell us that God had another plan for Joseph that was more long-term. The brothers then decided
to sell their brother into slavery, hoping that their brother would be lost to them forever (verse 28).
They were sure that they would never see him again, not knowing that God had used them to help
orchestrate the saving of many lives (see Genesis 45:5-7).

QWh&ﬁ Do You Think? Joseph’s brothers never thought their past would catch up

with them. Has your past ever found you? Did you see God’s hand in it? What did His hand look like
to you?

Your Life

Jealousy is like a disease. It often causes feelings of insecurity, fear, and concern over what one
might lack. These feclings often lead to the emotions of anger, resentment, or loathing. Joseph’s broth-
ers were definitely suffering from the disease of jealousy. But thanks to God’s grace and mercy it did not
kill them and destroy a people. Grace and mercy are important parts of God’s character. Because of His
grace and mercy, He forgives and blesses us abundantly with compassion in spite of ourselves.

Your Worlid!

Scripture tells us that peacemakers are blessed because they will be called the children of God.
Sometimes, making peace in our families can be a struggle, but during these times we must remember
to trust God and hold our peacemaker’s stance! Sibling rivalry has existed in families since the begin-
ning of time. Joseph eventually realized that it was not the hurtful situation that deserved the attention
but God’s working in the situation. No situation is too hard for God to turn around for our good.
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m Cﬁﬁsmg Pmye? Dear Lord, thank You for Your grace and mercy. There is none like You,
because in our most unattractive times You still love us. You forgive our blunderings and bless us.
And this is among one of the many things for which, with all of our hearts, we say thank You as we
praise You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, September 7 “Paul and Barnabas Are Appointed for Ministry” (Acts 13:1-5)

TUESDAY, September 8 “Joseph, Chief Interpreter of Dreams” {Genesis 41:9-13)
WEDNESDAY, September 9 “Dreams of Cows and Corn Are Explained” (Genesis 41:14-24)
THURSDAY, September 10  “Preparing for the Expected Famine” (Genesis 41:34-36) |
FRIDAY, September 11 “Storing Grain for the Future” (Genesis 41:41-49)
SATURDAY, September 12  “Egypt Feeds the Middle East” (Genesis 41:53-57)
SUNDAY, September 13 “Leadership during Crisis” (Genesis 41:25-33,
37-40, 50-52)
Notes
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Overview

After Jacobistole his brother’s bless-
ing, Isaac sent him to PaddantAram to
marry. one af the daughters of Labam,
Rebekahls brother Jacob felllinlove with
Rachel and promised! ta work for Laban
for seven years so/he could marry her—
But he was tricked into mariying her old:
‘or sister, Leah. However, after premising
to workfor Laban for an additional seven
years, Jacob was allowed to also many.
Rachel. “When the Lorp saw that Leah
was unloved, he enabled! her to have
children, but Rachel could not conceive”
(Genesis 29:31, NLT). God remembered
Rachels situation and enabled’ her to
have children (see Genesis 30:22). Ra-
chel does become pregnant and gives
birth to a sen, whom she names Joseph
(verses 23-24). Just as Jacob favored Ra-
chel over Leah, he favored their firstson
together ever his older sons. Im today’s
lesson, we find that Jaceb’s favoritismito-
ward Joseph prompts his bretherst con-
tempt for him:. Their contempt caused
them to act negatively toward Jeseph:

Wanting to desperately take a break and give up
his athletic scholarship, Malachi ended up working
unpaid for a newly formed collegiate football program
over the summer. The coaching staff was young and
driven and gave Malachi the leverage of doing what
he does best with football operations. Sparks began to
flicker and the love of football eventually returned.

While entering his final year in undergrad, Mala-
chi had new insight and fresh perspective. His degrad-
ing coach did not change his ways, but it is good that
Malachi is not the same and refuses to let someone else
steal his shine or his love for what he does again.

Questions

1. Share an experience that has come between you
and someone/something you've loved.

2. How did you handle the distraction?

3. What was the deciding factor that changed your
mind to press forward or begin again?

COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLICAL
TEXT

A Robe and a Dream
(Genesis 37:2-6)

KJV

2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with
his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s
wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report.

3 Now Istael loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and

he made him a coat of many colours.

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated
him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.
5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more.

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you,

NIV

this dream which I have dreamed:

2 "This is the account of Jacob’s family line. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the
focks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he
brought their father a bad report about them.
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