Unit lll. Godly Love among Believers

L1/ November 15, 2020

True Love beyond Just Words

Background Scriptures: 1 John 3:11-24; 2 John 4-11; 3 John 5-8 . Print Passage: 1John 3:11-24
KEY VERSE: Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

(1 John 3:18)

Jalisa and Iris are
best friends. 'The two
are almost inseparable at
school. Many students
are surprised by their rela-
tionship because Jalisa is a
tall basketball player and
Iris is a little person who sings in the
choir. Though the two have different
interests, they connect on important
issues of being treated fairly and ac-
cepting people for who they are. Jalisa
and Iris both have a history of being
teased and bullied at school. Although
neither girl ever did anything to mis-
treat or disrespect others, they both
were targeted for different reasons.

Jalisa was bullied because she
loves playing basketball and most
days, she wears athletic gear that is
considered to be “boys” clothes. Jali-
sa is always playing sports, so dress-
ing in sweatpants and comfortable
tops just makes sense to her. Jalisas
entire family is sports-minded— her
brothers and sister take pride in their
sports apparel, like she does.

Iris, being so short, has always
been teased about her height. Many
times, people misjudge Jalisa and Iris
by their outside appearance, with-
out knowing anything about them.
Jalisa and Iris are two of the highest-
achieving students at their school,
but very few people know that about
them.

The school principal, Mr. Strick-
land, is inspired by Jalisa and Iriss
friendship. He wants to begin a “Re-
spect Diversity” campaign at school
and selected the two to work on the

1 John 3:11-24

11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do not be like Cain, who

commiittee to create diversity-training
activities for the students. When Jalisa
and Iris met with the faculty, staff, and
student committee members, they
were proud to see that the group was
made up of people from different cul-
tural backgrounds and different inter-
ests. They looked forward to helping
create a school culture that would cel-
ebrate all students, regardless of their
differences.

Do you show respect to people
who appear to be different from you
in looks and behavior?

L A-—l belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil

WORLD 1IP and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. 14 We

know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in
death. 15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him. 16 This is how
we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone
has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how
we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows every-
thing. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because
we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love
one another as he commanded us. 24 The ene who keeps God's commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he
lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
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Today’s lesson provides another
important reminder of how believ-
ers are to love one another and
strive to become more like Jesus.
In the highlighted text, John em-
phasizes the point that God is
love. As the spiritual children of
a loving God, Christians should

jealousy (see Genesis 4:1-16).
God was pleased with Abel’s
offering but rejected Cain’s
_ offering as being unaccept-
' able. God deserves the very
best offering anyone can
bring to Him. He is never im-
pressed with any act or offer- | i
ing that comes from a selfish | /
or unloving heart. Cain’s re- | |
jected offering uncovered a heart /
of jealousy and hatred, and ended oa
with Cain’s murdering his brother
Abel. This root of the violence in
Cain’s story was a lack of love for
God and his brother. Failing to
love God and others as we should

 There's an App
forThatl

Cain responded in violence toward his brother
Abel because of jealousy. Muchof the violence
in today’'s world can be linked to a lack of love
for others. When people love God and others,

allows hatred and violence to take
root.

always be quick to show others
their Father’s love. When people
accept Jesus as their Lord and
Savior and commit to Him, they
receive access to the Holy Spirit’s
help. The Holy Spirit helps believ-
ers to love people in a way that
reflects God’s heart.

In verse 16, John emphasizes
how love involves action. Just as
Jesus gave His life for others,

believers should be willing to
give their lives in service to
others in love. Our loving
service is a measure of our

commitment to God.

John used the example of Cain's
killing his brother Abel because of

6]

INSIDE OUT

Today's passage helps Christians understand what is involved in
loving others as Jesus did. Acts of love must be connected to a loving
heart toward God. What are some ways that you can demonstrate
your commitment to God by serving and loving others in your family,
church, school, and community? Christians can gain motivation to live

for others by reflecting on Jesus' sacrificial death for sinners who did
not deserve His grace. Jesus gives Christians the perfect example of
love. /

they will not be led to hurt or abuse people.
Through intercessory prayer, believers can
seek God's help for conditions and situations
that need His caring, compassionate help.

This week, pray about the lack of love that is

present inourworld. Trust that Ged hears your
prayer, and then do something meaningful to
demonstrate Jesus’ love at home, at school, at

\_church, orin the community.

Sometimes, serving others will de-
mand a sacrifice of time, resources,
and energy. Can God count on you
to serve others?
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This week, you are chalienged to identify three people who give of their
time unselfishly to bless others. Conduct a quick interview with each
person to find out what motivates him or her to serve others the way they
do. Jot down important points that you learn from each conversation. Use
the people you interview as a source of inspiration to motivate you to serve
others unseifishly, just as they do.

\ Every believer should express love in their daily actions as they interact with others. On each flower petal, write
' * an act of kindness you can do to brighten someone’s day and reflect God’s love to the world.

edia Mission

Check out the blog “The Power of Youth: Making Their Mark on the World through Volunteer Service” at
https://www.pointsoflight.org/blog/power-youth-making-their-mark-world-through-volunteer-service/. Use
the various stories that highlight acts of service as inspiration to lead your own community-service project.
The possibilities to enrich the lives of others are limitless for those who have a willingness to serve.
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