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James and Shannon made their way into
the corner store to get something to eat. Their
mom was going to be home late from work,
which meant dinner was going to be late
—= to0o. They just needed something to hold
them over until dinner was ready. While in
; _ the store, James noticed something strange.
,@ : & There was a kid walking up and down the
eﬂ ec aisles with a confused look on his face. Judging
from his height, James guessed that he was in

middle school. James signaled for Shannon’s attention.

“Hey, Shannon, have you seen that kid before?” James asked.

“No, he must be new around here,” Shannon responded.

“Yeah, he looks like he is having some trouble finding what he is
looking for. Maybe we should ask him if we can help,” James suggested.

“We don’t even know that kid. He'll figure it out on his own and will
be fine,” Shannon insisted-—but James wasn’t convinced.

“'m going to see if | can help him,” James said as he started to
make his way over to the boy.

Shannon grabbed his arm to stop him, firmly stating, “James, leave
him alone. He is not our responsibility!”

“If you want to leave, go ahead, but I'm going to help him out,”
James responded.

Shannon took him up on the offer, paid for his snacks, and left the
store as James approached the boy—asking, “Hey, do you need help
finding something?”

“Yeah,” the boy said, looking up at James. “I can’t find anything
my mom put on this list. Trying to translate these words from Arabic to
English is hard. I'm Kareem, by the way.”

“I'm James. It's nice to meet you, Kareem. I'll help you find
everything on this list,” James assured the boy.

Why do you think Shannon was so shy about helping? What made
James want to help so badly?
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25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood
up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what
must [ do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is
written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you
read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your
mind;” and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus
replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But he
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus
said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers.
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and
went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest
happened to be going down the same road,
and when he saw the man, he passed by on
the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by
on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he
traveled, came where the man was; and when
he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went
to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his
own donkey, brought him to an inn and took
care of him. 35 The next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look
after him,” he said, ‘and when | return, | will
reimburse you for any extra expense you may
have.’ 36 Which of these three do you think was
a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands
of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied,
“The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told
him, “Go and do likewise.”

Intersect

This passage in Luke shares a well-knewn teaching
of Jesus. The parable of the Good Samaritan is known by
many and used in popular culture to describe someone
doing a good deed for a stranger. In this case, Jesus
is interrupted by a lawyer while teaching. In Jesus’
day, the term lawyer referred to someone who was an
authoritative expert in the Law of Moses. The lawyer
asked Jesus to give the requirement for inheriting
eternal life. Jesus answered that he need only to love
God with his whole heart and love his neighbor as
himself. The lawyer then asked a follow-up question:
“Who is my neighbor? “The lawyer was only attempting
to draw Jesus into a theological debate based on his
own knowledge of the Law and Jesus’ teachings.

Jesus, in His wisdom, avoids getting into a debate
with the lawyer and tells a parable that is meant to lead
the lawyer to the appropriate answer to his own guestion.
Inthe parable, amaniis robbed, beaten, and left for dead.
A priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan pass by the man who
is lying half dead in the street—but only the Samaritan
stops to help him. Jesus challenges the lawyer to go
and do as the Samaritan did. This would have been an
especially startling story because the priest and Levite—
two religious figures—are not the positive role models in
the story. The Samaritan, whom the Jews would despise,
is the hero of the story. By setting the story up this way,
Jesus challenged the cammon way of thinking about
what it means to love others. Once again, Jesus was
tearing apart people’s prejudices by challenging them
to widen their boundaries of love.

Inside

Many people are curious to know what it takes to
get to heaven. Most want to follow a simple set of
rules and find ways to avoid personal responsibility
toward others, but that isn’t possible. The lawyer
never imagined that God expected them to love a
Samaritan! The parable teaches us that sometimes
those who think they are closest to God—Ilike the
priest and Levite—may actually be further from
God than they imagine. Have you been avoiding the
“Samaritans” in your life?
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America is a melting pot of cultures and peo-
ples representing many different nationalities
and religions. It may be tempting to look at
those who look or think different from you as
outsiders instead of neighbors. When injustice
afflicts communities that are different from our
own, God expects us to be just as concerned
and quick to show mercy as we would be toward
those we count as neighbors. Jesus shows us
that a real neighbor, one worthy of eternal life,
is the one who looks beyond differences and
shows love to those in need.

You probably recognize those in your school
and community who are from other countries
or cultural backgrounds. In light of Jesus’
parable, how can you respond to them in ways
that would reflect the example of the Good
Samaritan?
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Stepping Out!

This week, make sure you are aware of the ways in which
you group people together based on their differences
and similarities. You may group them according to their
way of dress or their religious beliefs. Being different
should never disqualify anyone from being treated with
love and compassion. Make it your business to be open,
welcoming, and helpful to someone in your school or
neighborhood.

Media Mission

This popular parable of Jesus has inspired many
artistic depictions of its story. Conduct an Internet
image search for “Good Samaritan” artwork. When
you find one that you like, share it on your favorite
social-media platform.




