Unit llI: Godly Love among Believers

Reginald was frustrated with his
performance in rehearsal. He was missing
/ notes and felt like he was a step behind the
rest of the orchestra. His orchestra director,
\ ——~- Mrs. Martin, noticed it as well. Usually,
: Reginald was one of the leaders in the
orchestra, but something was clearly off.
A ‘P X, Mrs. Martin decided to speak with Reginald
eﬂ ec in private after rehearsal. After walking him
! ; away from the rest of his classmates so they wouldn’t
hear, she asked Reginald the question that he knew was coming.
; “Reginald, you have been off lately. Is there anything going on that |
| should know about?” Mrs. Martin ingquired.
J “| don't think so, Mrs. Martin,” he replied. “l have been off, but I
can’t put my finger on the reason.”
“Well, have you been going over your music at home?” she asked.
“No,” he answered.
“Have you watched the instructional videos | e-mailed to you?” she
guestioned. ;
Reginald began to realize where this was going; he answered “No.”
| “Have you been doing your exercises?” Mrs. Martin asked, although
she pretty much knew the answer by now.
“No, Mrs. Martin,” Reginald replied softly.
“Well, then, it's no surprise that your performance is declining,”
Mrs. Martin offered. “Reginald, if you don’t do the things that | ask you
to do, you will not improve as a musician. Your performances will reflect
your level of commitment. Everyone can tell when a musician has been
practicing or when they have been slacking.”
“Are you going to demote me to second chair?” Reginald asked.
“You know my performance policy—there is no special treatment.
The best musicians get first chair. | think you can be the best if you put in
the work.”
| “l understand, Mrs. Martin. | want to be the best musician | can be,
{ so | will be sure that | stay committed from now on,” Reginald replied.
k : “l hope so,” she commented.

\ ; ~ Was Mrs. Martin’s treatment of Reginald fair?
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4 “Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless
you remain in me. 5 | am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are
like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire
and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8 Thisis to my Father’s glory, that
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so
have | loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If
you keep my commands, you will remain in my
love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands
and remain in his love. 11 | have told you this so
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each
other as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has
no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what |
command. 15 | no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, | have called you friends, for
everything that | learned from my Father | have
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me,
but | chose you and appointed you so that you
might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and
so that whatever you ask in my name the Father
will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each
other.”

Intersect

Jesus continues on with His farewell discourse
to His disciples in John 15 by making the last
of his seven “l Am” statements—*“l am the True
Vine” (15:1). Jesus refers to Himself as a vine and
refers to the disciples as branches. Here, Jesus
uses the comparison of a vine not enly to help His
disciples to understand whe He is, but also to help
them understand their connection to Him and His
expectations of them as disciples. He teaches them
to abide in—or remain constantly connected to—
Him on their Christian journey. If they do this, then
they will bear much fruit. Jesus was trying to help His
disciples to understand that their lives ought te have
some evidence that points to a relationship with Him.
If there were branches that were not bearing fruit,
they would be cut off and discarded.

Jesus’ teaching lays out the importance
of remaining intimately connected to Him. Qur
spiritual relationship with Jesus should not be an
accessory of our lives—it should be a major focus.
Those who profess to be branches but do not keep
Jesus’ commandments are those who treat their
relationship with Jesus as a matter of convenience.
The only way your lives will bear fruit is if you “abide”
or remain in Jesus and obediently walk in the spirit of
love toward one another. And because it is natural for
us to be selfish and unloving, only a real connection
with the true Vine and a real commitment to Jesus’
commandments can help us produce that kind of
love.

Inside

The decisions that we make do not dissolve into
thin air after we make them—they have real con-
sequences, both spiritual and natural. Our lives will
reflect the true nature of our hearts. If we have com-
mitted to Jesus, then our lives should reflect His
love. Others ought to be able to experience God’s
love through our “fruit.” If we claim to be disciples
but find it hard to love, then there must be some-
thing wrong with our connection to the Vine.
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Many people believe that there is no need for a
connection to God or for Bible reading, church
worship, and prayer. They think they can be good
people on their own. You should never neglect
your dependence on Christ and imagine that
you can be good enough to please God. When
you try to live right in your own strength, you will
inevitably fall short. But by abiding in Christ and
allowing His love to abide in you, you have the
capacity to bear fruit!

The fruit that Jesus speaks of has little to do
with material success. Some people teach that
connection to Jesus should result in riches and
wealth, but Jesus is more concerned with our
spiritual fruit—which is far more precious than
money. The branches are cut off because their
character did not reflect the love of God.
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Stepping Out!
Take some time this week to engage in a personal
examination of the fruit that your life is producing. If you
are not careful, you can go through life not realizing the
impact that your actions have on others. If people were to
look at how you treat others, would they be able to see the
love of God? If they looked at your integrity, would they see
the character of God in your life?

Media Mission
For this week’s “Media Mission” activity, conduct
some Internet research on vines or vineyards. Jesus’
comparison to the vine might make more sense if
you were a Palestinian gardener, but you can still
gain insight by searching for information on this
comparison. What is pruning? Why are the branches

burned? You may find even deeper meaning and
application in Jesus’ Word.




