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| Unit I: Struggles with Love

When 'It Seemé 'I'i“ke God’s
Plan Takes a Detour

Jonathan was upset. His mother knew
something was bothering him because
/ he had not played video games all week,

and today was the same. While she
———~- Was opening mail at the kitchen table,

Jonathan came in from school, walked

to the fridge, grabbed a soda, and was
* ‘ headed straight to his room when his

Q ﬂ ec mother got his attention.

' “Hi, Son,” she said.
“Hey, Mom,” he replied in a somber voice. He kissed her on the
cheek and walked back to his room. As she continued to look through
the mail, she found a letter from the Academy of Fine Arts. Jonathan
had been accepted into the summer program with a full scholarship. She
went back to Jonathan'’s room with the letter and stood at the door.

“Sweetie, | have a surprise for you,” she teased.

“Mom, | appreciate it, but I'm really not in the mood,” Jonathan
replied.

“Listen, | know you've been down about your denial letter from
the University Arts and Science Program, but there is an old saying that
applies to this situation,” she explained.

“Oh yeah, what’s that?” Jonathan asked with a bored look on his
face.

“God moves in mysterious ways,” his mom said, as she held up the
letter. Jonathan immediately recognized the logo at the top.

“l got in?” Jonathan asked excitedly.

“With a full scholarship!” his mother said, beaming with pride.

“YES! Mom, this is great!” Jonathan exclaimed. “This was my first
choice! If | had been accepted to the other program, | wouldn’t have been
able to go to this one. | guess God does move in mysterious ways!”

How do you think this event will impact Jonathan’s thinking the next
time something doesn’t go his way?




1 Then Joseph could no longer control him-
self before all his attendants, and he cried out,
“Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was
no one with Joseph when he made himself known
to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the
Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household
heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “l am
Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers
were not able to answer him, because they were
terrified at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to
his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had
done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the
one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be
distressed and do not be angry with yourselves
for selling me here, because it was to save lives
that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years
now there has been famine in the land, and for
the next five years there will be no plowing and
reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save
your lives by a great deliverance. 8 So then, it was
not you who sent me here, but God. He made me
father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household
and ruler of all Egypt.”

10 “*You shall live in the region of Goshen and be
near me—you, your children and grandchildren,
your flocks and herds, and all you have. 11 |
will provide for you there, because five years of
famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your
household and all who belong to you will become
destitute.” 12 You can see for yourselves, and so
can my brother Benjamin, that it is really | who
am speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about
all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about
everything you have seen. And bring my father
down here quickly.” 14 Then he threw his arms
around his brother Benjamin and wept, and
Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 15 And
he kissed all his brothers and wept over
them. Afterward his brothers talked with him.

Intersect

Joseph had been through quite a bit in his life.
He was sold into slavery, falsely imprisoned, and
forgotten about for a season. Eventually, he was
summoned by Pharash to interpret his dreams
and promoted to second-in-command in all of
Egypt. He was given charge over the harvest so
that Egypt would survive the coming famine. Then,
his brothers—the very ones who had sold him off
and been the cause for his suffering—showed up in
Egypt, hoping to buy grain during the famine.

Joseph begins to test his brothers to see if
they have had some sort of change of heart. When
Joseph talks of holding Benjamin, the brothers
are willing to do anything to spare Benjamin'’s life.
Judah offers to stay behind in Benjamin’s place, so
that Benjamin may return to their father alive. (See
Genesis 44.)

This brings us to today’s lesson. When Joseph
saw Judah’s concern for their father and unselfish
devotion to their brother, he revealed his identity
to his brothers. Joseph realized that God was
working through the circumstances to position him
to save his family and others from famine. One of
the interesting aspects of Joseph’s story is that
God’s voice is absent throughout the entire ordeal.
However, eventhough we do not hear Godspeaking,
it is obvious that we see God working. Sometimes, it
is difficult for us to understand what God is doing in
our lives—but God has plans beyond our immediate
situation that involve blessing others through us!

Inside

A few weeks ago, the lesson focused on
the providence of God. Providence is God’s
intervention in our personal circumstances to
bring about His ultimate purpose. Joseph’s
story is a reminder that God is omniscient—all-
knowing—and that He is wise enough to know
how all the pieces of your life work together with
the lives of others. You may go through difficult
seasons, but God is able to work them out for
your good and His glory!

Bible Studies for High School Students / 19




It is tempting to want quick answers, instant
gratification, and satisfaction in many areas of
life. But the truth is that the best things in life
usually take time to develop. God has long-range
plans for your life; and you can always trust His
timing and His methods. It may not happen
when or how you expect it, but when it does
happen, you will be able to see God’s hand in
the process.

Many people become slaves to the moment.
They allow their immediate circumstances
to have a huge impact on their attitude and
disposition. Everyone must learn to develop a
long-range perspective for life. While dealing
with what is happening in the present, learn
to maintain faith and confidence that God is
working things out to bring you into a bright
future!
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Stepping Out!

Make a conscious effort this week to focus on God in
everything that happens—positive or negative. It will
take some practice, but you can do it! Remember that
God often uses difficult or unpleasant situations and
turns them around for your good and His glory. Resist the
temptation to become angry or discouraged. Pray that
God will help you to see His hand at work in your life.
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Media Mission

Search the Internet for William Murphy’s song
entitled “It's Working” and listen to the message in
the music: “Everything is working together for my.
good.” This song can encourage you and lift your spirit
during difficult moments. If it blesses you, share the
video or the lyrics on social media (found at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_bhYOV7p0Ow).




