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KEY VERSE: [John wrote,]
Dear children, let us not love
with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.
(1 John 3:18)

The Power of Love

Lesson Scripture: 1 John 3:11-24

God’s Word

11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do not be like Cain,
who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions
were evil and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates
you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not
love remains in death. 15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer
has eternal life residing in him. 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children,
let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 19 This is how we know that we belong to
the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do
what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one
another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this
is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
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Bible Story

The Power of Love

1 John 3:11-24

The apostle John wrote three letters to
encourage the first-century Christians. He
wanted them to know that what they had been
taught from the beginning of Jesus’ ministry
has not changed: Christians are to love each
other. He warned the early Christians that they
should not be like Cain, who killed his brother
Abel because of jealousy. Believers should not
be surprised when nonbelievers hate them,
because this has been an issue for a long time.

What we do should be done out of love. We were
given the perfect example in Jesus Christ, who
sacrificed His life for us. We should love each
other like Jesus loves us. Since He gave His life
for us, we should live lives of continual giving,
even if that means being willing and ready to
die for others. When we see people in need and
have the means to help them but do not do so,
we are not showing love. Love is an action word.
Love can be shown by what we do. This is the
way we know that we belong to the truth or are
living how Christ wants us to live. When we feel
guilty, we can still have peace before God. If we
do not feel that we are doing wrong, then we can
come to God and not be afraid. God will give us
the things for which we ask. People who obey
God’s commands live in God and God lives in
them; there is a relationship.

Love in Action
(Part 1)

“Hurryup, Seana, it’stimeto go. We don’t
want to be late,” Dad said.

“Daddy, do | have to go? | don’t want to
make teddy bears for the shelter this year,”
Seana complained.

“Last night, you seemed very excited.
What changed your mind?” Dad asked.

“I'm tired and | want to sleep in. Besides,
I'g0 every year—this year, | need a break. Ms.
Terita knows | love her and the projects we do
every year,” Seana explained.

“I'will leave the decision up to you, but
before you make up your mind, | want to
remind you that love is not just what you say,
but it is also inwhat you do,” Dad commented.

“What does that mean?” Seana inquired.
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xploring the Story

Hello, everyone! Nicholas and Cornelius here! In today’s
Bible lesson, John asks the readers to take a good look at
themselves and how they show love. Were they showing
love through words only, or did they put action behind
their words? What did Dad remind Seana of? What do you
think it means? How do you think Seana will respond?
What about you? How do you show others that you love

them?
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Love in Action
(Part 2)

“It means that sometimes our woernds are not
enough. We shouldishow'love throlgh our actions
andin our attitude,” Dad answered.

“Do you mean like that time Mr. Poole had
a flat tire and you picked him up and teok him

home?” Seana asked.

“That’s a perfect example. | can’t believe you
still remember that!” Dad exclaimed.

“It’s hard to forget. Every time we see Mr.
Poole, he says how grateful he is and what a good
friend you are,” Seana noted.

“So, do yeu stillwant to sleepiin?” Dadasked.

“No, sir, | want to put love inte action. Come
on, Daddy, we den’t want to be late!™ Seana
declared.

Exploring the Story
with Nicholas and
Cornelius

John's message to the first-century Christians is
just as important today in the twenty-first century.
We should love one another. Have you had an op-
portunity to put love into action? What did you do?
How did it make you feel? This week, take time to
practice showing love. Here are a couple of exam-
ples to get you started: (1) help your mom around

the house or (2) remember to take out
the trash without being asked.

Match the Sentence Parts

To complete each statement related to today’s lesson, match the first part of the sentence in the
left column with its second part in the right column by drawing a line between the two.

1. Do not be surprised
2. This is how we know what love is:

3. We should

4. Let us not love with words or speech,

5. Those who keep God’s commands
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a. but with actions and in truth.
b. love one another.

c. live in Him, and He in them.

d. Jesus laid down His life for us.

e. if the world hates you.
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a. but with actions and in truth.
b. love one another.

c. live in Him, and He in them.

d. Jesus laid down His life for us.

e. if the world hates you.




