LESSON 4

September 27, 2020 |

Unit I Struggles Wlth Love
Love Prevails over All

DEVOTIONAL READING: John 14:1-14
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Genesis 43; 45:1-15

PRINT PASSAGE: Genesis 45:1-8, 10-15

Key Verse—Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither:
for God did send me before you to preserve life. (Genesis 45:5, KJV)

“Now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here,
because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.” (Genesis 45:5, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

«  Understand how Joseph viewed his past mistreatment at the hands of his brothers,

*  Recognize how God might be at work in your difficult circumstances. .
- Respond to mistreatment not with vengeance but with creative, transforming initiatives.

*Key Terms

Goshen (verse 10)—Hebrew: Goshen (go’-shen): a district in Egypt east of the lower Nile.
Remnant (verse 7)—Hebrew: sheerith (sheh-ay-reeth’): a residue, remainder; “posterity” (KJV).
Sent (verse 5)—Hebrew: shalach (shaw-lakh’): directed: dispatched; “did send” (KJV).

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)

Life Happens

When Alana prayed and asked God to help her show her sons the value of money, she had no
idea how her request would manifest itself. Innocently, Alana thought lessons would come through
knowledge of stocks and investments. Yet, God had a different plan.

Alana lost her job and sought gainful employment for about three years. Her job loss impacted
her ability to take care of her sons like she was used to doing. During this time, she worked contrac-
tually but could not afford benefits, so she prayed for good health for her and her family, and God
granted that. Alana became more creative by tapping into her talents (marketing, writing, and even
baking), which provided additional sources of income.

For her sons, they vowed to do great in school so that they could apply for scholarships. They
did not want added pressure on their mother about college tuition. Eventually, their hard work paid
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Overview

The time came for the brothers to
return to Egypt. Jacob's son Judah re-
minded Jacob! that he had te take his
youngest brother, Benjamin, back with
them. After finally convincing Jaceb how
serious the governor was about this stip-
ulation, Jaceob agreed ta let his youngest
son go back to Egypt with Judah and his
older brothers. Judah personally guar-
anteed Benjamin’s safety. But ifiwe can
recall, it was Judah who convinced his
other brethers to selll Joseph as a slave
(see Genesis 37:27). It was Judah along
with his brethers who!lied to their father
about what happened to Joseph (verse
32). Finally, this was the Judah whoe
begged the governor ofl Egypt to allow:
him: to) take the place of his youngest
brother as his slave (see Genesis 44:33).

In today’s lesson, the governor of
Egypt, Joseph, revealed his true identity:
to Judah and his other brothers.

off, and her sons received full scholarships to several in-
stitutions. Now, Alana considers herself an essentialist
and focuses mostly on what’s needed rather than what’s
wanted. She’s happier and more attuned to God’s pur-
pose for her life and the lives of children.

Questions

1. Describe an experience that turned out differently
from your plans.

2. What did you learn? How did you cope?

3. How did God reveal Himself to you?

COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLICAL
TEXT

“1 Am Joseph” (Genesis 45:1-4)
KJV

THEN JOSEPH could not refrain himself before all
them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man
to go out from me. And there stood no man with him,
while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.
2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house
of Pharach heard.

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth

my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.
4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he
said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

NIV

THEN JOSEPH could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have
everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to
his brothers.

2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not
able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am
your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!”

Obviously, Judah’s appeal to the governor of Egypt concerning his brother Benjamin (in Genesis 44)
was very compelling, because in verse 1 we are told that Joseph could not hold back his tears. He told his
servants to leave the room, and once he and his brothers were alone in the room, he revealed his identity.
Joseph was so overcome by his reunion with his brothers that he sobbed. He cried so loudly that he could
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be heard from ourside of the room. News of his emotional outburst reached Pharaoh’s palace (verse 2).
The first thing Joseph asked his brothers after composing himself was about the status of his father. He
wanted to know if he was still alive (verse 3). Joseph had been in Egypr for thirteen years without having
any contact with his family. Joseph must have really missed his father during these years of being away
from him. Therefore, he was excited about the prospect of being able to see him again. Also, his brothers
never knew whether Joseph was alive or dead, so when the governor of Egypt revealed himself as Joseph,
they were probably in disbelief. They were speechless as well as stunned. His brothers were probably
standing very still because they were too afraid to move. Apparently, their look of surprise and shock did
not deter Joseph’s excitement about seeing them again. He asked them to come closer to him, so he could
make sure that they knew that he was indeed the Joseph they had sold into slavery (verse 4).

QWE'!&% Do You Think? you had to face an enemy who had once been your friend,

would you be forgiving, or would you choose not to forget how you were wronged?

God Sent Me (Genesis 45:5-8)
KJV

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did
send me before you to preserve life.

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which
there shall neither be earing nor harvest.

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a
great deliverance.

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

NIV

5 “And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because
it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

6 “For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be
no plowing and reaping.

7 “But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives
by a great deliverance.

8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his
entire household and ruler of all Egypt.”

Joseph's brothers had sold him into slavery when he was a seventeen-year-old boy. He could have
retaliated for this evil deed, and this thought might have been a concern for his brothers. He was the
governor, and he could reciprocate evil for evil. Instead, he told them not to be angry with themselves
for selling him into slavery, because it was all in God’s plan (verse 5). Joseph explained that it was
God who had sent him ahead of them to execute a plan that would save lives.

Joseph told his brothers that the famine that had lasted for the past two years would last for another
five years, during which time no food was going to grow (verse 6). Joseph continued his monologue
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by telling them that his all-knowing God had sent him to Egypt ahead of them so that they and their
tamilies would stay alive (verse 7). Joseph assured his brothers that they were not responsible for send-
ing him to Egypt, but God had used them to orchestrate the plan needed “to preserve lives, save Egypt,
and prepare the way for beginning of the nation of Israel” (Applicarion Bible). God had sent him to
Egypt and made him only second in command to Pharaoh, ruling all of Egypt (verse 8).

In Jeremiah 29:11, Jeremiah tells the Israelites that God knew the plans He had for them, and
no human actions can dictate His plans. As Joseph said to his brothers in Genesis 50:20, what they
intended to hurt him, God intended it all for good.

QWhat Do You Think? a co-worker told a lie on you to your boss, but all things worked

out in your favor. Do you thank God and ignore what your co-worker did? Explain your answer.

Live Near Me (Genesis 45:10-15)
KJV

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy
children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy hetds, and all that thou hast:

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household,
and all that thou hast, come to poverty.

12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that
speaketh unto you.

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall
haste and bring down my father hither.

14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.
15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked
with him.

NIV

10 ““You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren,
your flocks and herds, and all you have.

11 “I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Qtherwise you and
your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’

12 “You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking
to you.

13 “Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen.
And bring my father down here quickly.”

14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced
him, weeping.

15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him.

Joseph told his brothers to go and tell his father of his position in Egypt (verse 9). In verse 10,
he told his brothers to tell his father that he ruled all of Egypt and that he wanted his children and
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his grandchildren and all of his animals to come live near him in Goshen. Goshen was the land that
Pharaoh gave Joseph. Goshen was far enough from the center of Egyptian life that the culture’s in-
fluence would not impacr the daily affairs of the fledgling Israclite nation, bur it was under Egypts
control. Also, this would be the land the Israelites would leave at the time of the Exodus.

Joseph’s message to his father was that he would not want for anything if he and his family would
relocate to Goshen. He told his brothers to tell his father that the famine would continue for five
more years, meaning that they would lose everything (verse 11). Joseph in verse 12 appears to be try-
ing to convince his older brothers and his younger brother, Benjamin, that he really is Joseph. Maybe
Joseph wants to make up for lost time with Jacob and wants him to live near him. He encouraged his
brothers to emphasize to Jacob how much authority he had in Egypt (verse 13).

It is evident that Joseph held no animosity toward his brothers, and this became clear in verses
14-15 when we are told that he hugged, cried tears of joy over, and kissed his brothers. After all of
Joseph's tears, his brothers finally talked to him.

QWhat Do You Think? if someone you wronged decided that he/she loved you enough

to forgive you, do you think that you would be able to truly forgive yourself? Explain your answer.

Your Life

Many times as young adults you have possibly wondered why bad things happen to good people.
But, just as we have learned in today’s lesson, God uses our experiences to get us ready for His rewards.

Your World!

We are living in times when people are often being wronged by other people. As believers, we
must learn to respond to wrongdoing with love and not vengeance.

m CIOSER Prﬁ @I Dear Lord, thank You for ordering every step of our lives. Help us to
g P P

glorify You in every step we take so that we may see You in all our circumstances, remembering that
all things work together for good to those who love You. In Your Son Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, Septemberu_28 “‘Tfmothy, 'My B'rot‘he‘r and Co;wdrker‘;' st (1 fheésai&niéhs 316)
TUESDAY, September 29 “David Slays a Philistine with a Stone” (1 Samuel 17:41-51) |
WEDNESDAY, September 30  “David and Jonathan Bond Together” (1 Samuel 18:1-5)
THURSDAY, October 1 “Saul Jealous of and Fears David” (1 Samuel 18:12-18)
FRIDAY, October 2 “Jonathan Asserts David as the Next King” (1 Samuel 23:14-18)
SATURDAY, October 3 “David Provides for Jonathan’s (2 Samuel 9:1-10a)

Son Mephibosheth”

SUNDAY, October 4 “Saul Promises to Preserve David's Life” (1 Samuel 19:1-7)
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