LESSON 6
October 11, 2020

Unit II: Inclusive Love

Overcoming Self-interest

DEVOTIONAL READING: Isaiah 1:12-17
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Luke 6:27-36

PRINT PASSAGE: Luke 6:27-36

Key Ve rses_l say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which

hate you, bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you. (Luke 6:27-28, KJV)

“To you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat
you.” (Luke 6:27-28, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do these things:

o Explore Jesus’ teaching about what it means to love our enemies.

» Reflect on times when you felt hate toward others and were hated by others.
- Engage in ways to love your enemies.

*Key Terms

Enemies (verse 27)—Greek: echthros (ech-thros’): those who are hostile.
Love (verse 32)—Greek: agapao (ag-ap-ah’-o0): to love, feel affection toward.
Reward (verse 35)—Greek: misthos (mis-thos’): pay; wages; recompense.

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)
Introduction

While still a youth growing up in my home church, I recall an illustration about forgiv-
ing others that our pastor at that time used, which was taken from his pastoral experience
at another church. It seems there were two senior-aged deacons” wives that had an obvious
strong dislike for each other while he was their pastor. Their negative behavior toward each
other was affecting the fellowship of the congregation. He went directly to them to get to
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The Biblical Context

The excerpted Print Passage for this les-
son includes parallel content found in
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew
5-7. Following an encounter with the
scribes and Pharisees about the Sab-
bath (Luke 6:1-11), Jesus went to a moun-
tainous area to pray and then chose
twelve of His disciples to be apostles,
special messengers or His personally
chosen representatives. The selection
of the Twelve was followed by His in-
struction to a vast multitude of His dis-
ciples and other people from all over
Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal
region of Tyre and Sidon (Luke 6:12-19).
Some hold that His teaching is Luke’s
version of the Sermon on the Mount
recorded in Matthew, while others be-
lieve it includes themes of His teach-
ing at other locations. Whichever view
is taken, Jesus was emphasizing the
need for application of His teachings.
The heart of this sermon is the need for
and demonstration of love among His
followers. The love Jesus was speaking
of is agape—Iloving even the unlovely
by the choice of the lover to be a loving
person despite the merits of the person
to be loved.

v

the root cause of their treatment of each other and
let them know that they could not continue to serve
unless they resolved their differences. It was discov-
ered that these two women had been angry with each
other for forty years because one of them “took” the
other’s boyfriend who later married neither of them.
Thankfully, his godly counseling and the prayers of
the church led to their conviction, confession, and
restoration. At the heart of their problem was self-in-
terest and a refusal to forgive one another. The cause
of their unforgiveness may seem trivial compared to
other kinds of hurtful experiences in life, but regard-
less of the cause, among believers it sends the wrong
message to the world and weakens the “saltiness” of
the visible body of Christ. God’s expectation for be-
lievers is that we love and forgive each other, as well
as our enemies. God’s love is totally inclusive and
radically different from the world’s. To be His disci-
ples means modeling selfless love despite how we are
treated by others. This requires that we acknowledge
Him as the ultimate source of justice and the model
of loving one’s enemies.

ANALYSIS OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT
Refuse to Retaliate (Luke 6:27-31)

KJV

27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,
28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.

29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that
taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask

them not again.

31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.

NIV

27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate

you,
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28 “bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.

29 “If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes
your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them.

30 “Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back.

31 “Do to others as you would have them do to you.”

Jesus taught His disciples to intentionally behave directly opposite to the traditions that
had been taught that were misinterpretations of and additions to the Law. The people had
been taught to love their neighbors and hate their enemies (see Matthew 5:43). Jesus un-
compromisingly taught that His followers could not be selective in their love. They were
expected to love unconditionally—that is, to seek the best and higher good for others,
even their enemies (verse 27), and make it a practice of doing good for those who hated
them. For a people chafing under the cruelty of the Romans, this went against the moral
ethics of the Jews. In their nationalistic view, this teaching was considered paradoxical if
not immoral. However, Jesus’ requirements for His followers are always radical and seem
to go against the grain of the status quo. Along with refraining from hostile acts, followers
of Christ’s love must also express it in words (verse 28). They are expected to bless rather
than curse and pray for those who mistreat them. Our society is characterized by a dog-cat-
dog, “you kill my cat, I'll kill your dog” mentality. Retaliation in the form of getting even
is the norm rather than the exception. Jesus taught and expects His followers to refuse to
retaliate when mistreated by others. He provided examples from the lives of His followers
to illustrate the practical application of the principles He taught (verses 29-31).

The examples Jesus used as responses to physical violence are not to be taken literally but
as the attitude of the heart that His followers are to demonstrate when negatively treated by
others. “Check” in verse 29a literally refers to the jaw (saigon). It was not a slap to the face
but a punch to the side of the jaw and was considered an insult. Jesus meant for His followers
to refuse to respond in kind but to readily accept another such injury or insult if need be. In
addition, His followers are expected to give freely and sacrificially, to use spiritual discern-
ment when mistreated and be ready to continuously give out of love (verses 29b-30). His
command to give to our enemies is to be a continuous action, not an occasional impulsive
response. Jesus summed up His teaching regarding the appropriate heart attitude in response
to being negatively mistreated in verse 31: treat others the way you wish to be treated. The
assumption here is that if we desire the very best spiritually, then we should give that to oth-
ers, even our enemies. Strict obedience is required and is only possible when the believer’s
life is totally committed to God and is being transformed daily into the image of Christ (see
Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 5:18).
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What Do You Think? Jesus commands us to show kindness to our enemies.
What are some examples of how He modeled this for us?

Emulate the Father (Luke 6:32-36)
KJV

32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those
that love them.

33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners
also do even the same.

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners
also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and
your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind

unto the unthankful and to the evil.
36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

NIV

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those
who love them.

33 “And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sin-
ners do that.

34 “And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.

35 “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to
get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the
Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.

36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Jesus’ summarizing principle for demonstrating unconditional love (see verse 31) is
followed by a series of contrasts with the world’s behavior and the behavior expected
of His followers. Those in the world who do not know or acknowledge God practice
some virtues. Jesus pointed out that they love those who love them (verse 32), they
repay good deeds done to them (verse 33), and they lend (possibly even without inter-
est) when they are sure they will be repaid (verse 34). If His followers emulated these
shallow virtues, they would be doing no more than what those of the world do. Jesus’
expectation was radically different by comparison. His followers are to continuously
and sacrificially love, do good to, and lend to their enemies without expecting any-
thing in return. Living out this command brings with it His promise of a great reward
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and the honor of being affirmed as children of God (verse 35a). God’s love does not
operate like the world’s. His love is available to both the unthankful and the evil (verse
35b). If He did not, then there would be no hope for sinners (us included). Therefore,
He commanded that His followers emulate our Father and live out what we profess to
believe and claim to be (verse 36). His expectation is that the qualities seen in God
are those His children should make the regular behavior of their lives. The community
of faith must take seriously the command to make disciples because believers must
present a lifestyle to their enemies that is more like God in their character. The world
will not be won for Him unless His character is visible in and through the lives of His
children. Possessions, fame, and prestige will fade, but godly character is eternal.

@What Do You Think? poes the community of faith reflect more of the world or the
character of God to sinners?

A Closing Thought

What does God want most from His children? Jesus taught that what is required is the
visible demonstration of righteousness that exceeds the world’s and is motivated by uncon-
ditional, self-sacrificing love for all, including our enemies. God is the supreme model of
this expectation of loving one’s enemies. He gave His Son as the sacrifice for our sins while
we were yet His enemies. We cannot afford to do less.

Your Life

If we are honestly transparent, we are all selfish and subject to secking revenge when we
are treated badly by our enemies. Jesus” expectation of loving our enemies and refusing to
retaliate is easily quoted but challenging to practice. The key is to develop an intimate and
obedient relationship with Him. What is your specific challenge to more consistently obey
His command to love your enemies? What will you intentionally do this week to demon-
strate your obedience to it?

Your World!

We are expected to emulate our Father’s mercy and unconditional love in a dog-cat-dog
cultural environment, not just in the world but often within the community of faith. It
is non-negotiable that we commune with Him daily and deliberately submit to the filling
ministry of the Holy Spirit if we are to be identified as His children—those who live out
the principle of treating others like we desire to be treated.

@ @U@Sﬂlﬁ]g Pﬁ’ﬁy@ﬁﬁ Dear God, we acknowledge our tendency to focus on our own
self-interests and desire Your forgiveness. Help us through the power of the Holy Spirit
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to love unconditionally as You do, especially those who are our enemies. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.

Conclusion
(Preparing for Next Week’s Lesson)
Unconditional love is demonstrated by one’s action for the good of another. Prepare for

next week’s lesson by identifying additional biblical examples of this truth as we study the
account of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).

Home Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY, October 12 “Help Your Neighbor in Need” (Deuteronomy 15:7-11)
TUESDAY, October 13 “Love God and Brothers and Sisters” (1 John 4:16b-21)
WEDNESDAY, October 14 “Adopt the First Commandments” (Mark 12:28-34)
THURSDAY, October 15 “Jesus Accepts Thanks from Healed Samaritan” (Luke 17:11-19)
FRIDAY, October 16 “Samaritan Village Refuses to Welcome Jesus” (Luke 9:51-56)
SATURDAY, October 17  “Jesus Offers a Samaritan Woman Living Water” (John 4:1-15)
SUNDAY, October 18 “Follow the Samaritan’s Example” (Luke 10:25-37)
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